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EDITORDEN

Saygideger Okurlar,

Spor Tarihi Arastirmalari Dergisinin (STAD) 2. sayisim1 yayimlamanin gurur ve
mutlulugunu yasiyoruz. Spor tarihi uzerine disiplinler arasi1 katkilarin gin gectikce
zenginlestigli bu dénemde, dergimizin yeni sayisinda kaynak niteligi tasiyan calismalara
yer vermekten onur duyuyoruz.

Dergimizin 2. sayisinda yayin ve yazim ilkelerimiz dogrultusunda alan wuzmanlar
tarafindan titizlikle degerlendirilip ilgili kurullarimizca onaylanmig 3 arastirma makalesi
ve 2 kitap incelemesi olmak lizere 5 yaz1 yer almaktadir.

Murat Soysal ve Hasan Giiler'in Hafiza ve Spor: Kolektif Hafizanin Ingasinda Futbolun
Roli baglikli makalesi futbolun yalnizca ge¢mis basarilari hatirlamaya degil, ortak bir
gelecek tahayyulinii kurmaya da aracilik eden bir kolektif hafiza alani oldugunu
savunuyor. Kolektif hafiza kuramindan hareketle, stadyumlar, kulip binalari, sloganlar,
renkler ve sozlu gelenekler gibi unsurlarin hem fiziksel hem sembolik boyutlariyla hafizay:
tasiyan ve yeniden tlireten araclar oldugunu ortaya koyuyor. Makale, futbolun toplumsal
bellegin mekansal ve duygusal kodlariyla nasil i¢ ice gectigini gostererek bu alandaki
kuramsal tartigsmalara 6nemli bir katki sunuyor.

Furkan Kebing ise Galatasarayn 1921 Avrupa Turnesi ve Tirk Sportif Imaji ve Temsil
Sorunu Uzerindeki Etkileri baghikli makalesinde, bu erken tarihli turneyi Tiirkiyemin
sportif temsili acisindan bir dénim noktasi olarak ele aliyor. Yazar, turnenin
federasyonlasma c¢abalarimi hizlandiran etkisini, milli takimin kurulusuna zemin
hazirlamasini ve uluslararasi spor organizasyonlarina katilim fikrinin kamuoyunda nasil
gli¢glendigini inceliyor.

Eminalp Malkog¢ tarafindan kaleme alinan Cumhuriyet Senatosunda Genglik ve Spor
Bakanhgi'nin Kurulugsuna Kadar Spor Toto Hakkindaki Tartigmalar baghkli makale,
siyasal tarih ile spor kurumlarinin kesistigi nadir ¢aligmalardan biri olarak 6ne ¢ikiyor.
Malkog, Spor Toto Idaresi’nin erken dénemindeki yasama tartigsmalarim ve bu kurumsal
yapmin spor tesislesmesine katkilarini ele aliyor. Ahlak, devlet politikas1 ve ekonomik
kaynaklar ekseninde sekillenen bu tartismalar, Spor Bakanhigimin kurulus siirecine
devredilen yapisal miras1 anlamak agisindan 6nemli ipuglar: sunuyor.

Bu sayinin son iki katkisi, spor tarihine dair yayimlanmis iki nitelikli eserin tanitimadir.
Ismail Hulusi Senyil, Onur Yildizin kaleme aldigi Eski Tirklerde Spor Kiltiuri adh
kitab1 degerlendirdigi yazisinda, erken dénem Tirk toplumlarinda sporun kiultirel
islevlerine 1s1k tutan c¢ok katmanli bir gerceve sunuyor. Hem tarihsel derinligi hem de
kaynak zenginligiyle dikkat c¢ekilen bu eser, erken dénem Tiurk spor tarihini arastirmacilar
icin ilgi ¢ekici hale getirmektedir.

Bir diger kitap inceleme yazisinda ise Sileyman Sinin, Mehmet Senol tarafindan kaleme
alinan Ateg’in Glneg’i: Galatasaray'da ve Siyasi Elitte Bolinme adli ¢alismay1 ele aliyor.
Bu inceleme yazisi, Turk spor tarihinde saha ici rekabetlerin yami sira siyasetin,
biirokrasinin ve ideolojilerin i¢ ice gectigi bir baglama dikkat g¢ekiyor. Tamitim yazisi, bu
karmasik iligkinin anlagilmasina katki saglayan elestirel bir perspektif sunuyor.

Bu bes yazi, hem spor tarihinin farkli yonlerini gozler 6niine sermekte hem de sporu
yalnizca bir etkinlik alam olarak degil, kiltirel, siyasal ve temsili boyutlariyla da ele alan
bir yaklagima katki sunmaktadir.

Spor tarihi alaninda degerli ¢alismalarin yayimlandigi bu sayimiza; yazar ve hakem olarak
katki saglayan bilim insanlarina ve 6zellikle siirecleri titizlikle ylriiten dergi kurullarimiza
tesekkiir ederim.

Doc. Dr. Mustafa MUTLU
Editor
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Memory and Sport: The Role of Football in the Construction of Collective
Memory*

Hafiza ve Spor: Kolektif Hafizanin Insasinda Futbolun Roli

) Dog. Dr. Murat SOYSAL .
Usak Universitesi, murat.soysal@usak.edu.tr R

_ Dog. Dr. Hasan GULER
Usak Universitesi, hasan.guler@usak.edu.tr R

Abstract

Sporttypically involvesindividual or collective physical activity
based on competition and conducted within a set of established
rules. Football, in particular, enables individuals and groups to
form new networks of relationships through social interaction.
Collective memory, on the other hand, emerges from emotional
bonds formed through communication between individuals
and groups, extending beyond personal recollection. In this
context, a strong relationship exists between football and
collective memory, shaped by emotional and social dynamics
such as spatial arrangements, rituals, commemorative
practices, symbolic expressions, traumatic experiences, and
processes of mourning. Therefore, beyond being a physical
and social activity, football provides the tools necessary for
the construction and shaping of collective memory—tools
that enable communication among individuals and groups and
help sustain these connections. This article explores the role of
spaces, symbols, and social interactions produced by football
in the construction of collective memory. It investigates the
roles of space, communication networks between individuals
and groups, new social ties, old and reinterpreted symbols,
and verbal/physical rituals in the formation of collective
memory. This study argues that football, beyond being merely
a sport, contributes institutionally to the formation, shaping,
and continuity of collective memory by enabling intergroup
interaction through spaces, jerseys, colors, chants, club names,
emblems, significant dates, and shared tragedies within the
context of national and global socio-economic relations.

Keywords: Collective Memory, Football, Maurice Halbwachs,
Sport, Stadium
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Spor, belirli kurallar gercevesinde genellikle rekabete dayali
bireysel veya kolektif fiziksel aktiviteyi igerir. Futbol birey ve
gruplarin sosyal etkilesim yoluyla yeni iliski aglar1 olusturmasini
saglar. Kolektif hafiza ise bireysel olarak sahip oldugumuz
hafizanin diger birey ve gruplarla iletisimi sonrasinda olusan
duygusal baglar ile agiga ¢ikar. Bu baglamda, futbol ile kolektif
hafiza arasinda; mekansal diizenlemeler, ritiieller, anma
pratikleri, sembolik ifadeler, travmatik deneyimler ve yas
stirecleri gibi duygusal ve toplumsal dinamikler iizerinden
giiclii bir iligki bulunmaktadir. Dolayisiyla futbol, fiziksel ve
sosyal bir aktivite olmasinin yani sira, kolektif hafizanin ingasi
ve sekillenmesi igin ihtiyag duyulan; birey ve gruplarla
iletisimi ve bunlarin canli tutulmasini saglayan araglar
saglamaktadir. Bu makale futbolun {irettigi mekan, sembol ve
sosyal etkilesimlerin agisindan kolektif hafizanin insasindaki
rolinii ele almaktadir. Bu dogrultuda kolektif hafizanin
ingasinda mekanin, bireyler ve gruplar arasi iletisim aglarinin,
yeni sosyal aglarin, eski ve yeniden iiretilen sembollerin,
sozel/fiziksel ritiiellerin ~ roliinii  sorgulamaktadir. Calisma,
futbolun; spor dali olmanin &tesinde, ulusal ve kiiresel sosyo-
ekonomik iligkiler baglaminda mekanlar, formalar, renkler,
marslar, kullip isimleri, amblemler, 6zel tarihler ve yasanan
trajediler araciligiyla gruplar arasi etkilesimi miimkiin kilarak
kolektif hafizanin olusumuna, sekillenmesine ve devamliligina
kurumsal anlamda katki sagladigini savunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Futbol, Maurice

Halbwachs, Spor, Stadyum.

Kolektif Hafiza,

*Bucahgma, Usak Universitesi Lisansiistii Egitim Enstittisii Sosyoloji Anabilim Dali'nda hazirlanan “Entegrasyon ve Kolektif
Hafizanin Insasmda Sporun Rolii: Tirkiyemspor Berlin Ornegi” baghkh yitksek lisans tezine dayamlarak hazirlanmgtir.

* This study was based on the master's thesis titled "The Role of Sports in Integration and the Construction of Collective
Memory: The Case of Turkiyemspor Berlin" prepared at the Department of Sociology of the Graduate Education Institute at

Usak University.

Atif Bilgisi | To Cite This Article: Murat Soysal, Hasan Giiler (2025): Memory and Sport: The Role of Football in
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Introduction

Sport, with roots extending back to the earliest periods of human history, is fundamentally a physical
activity. However, over time, it has evolved beyond being merely a bodily endeavor to encompass cultural
and social dimensions as well. This multifaceted nature has laid the groundwork for a strong connection
between sport and sociology.' Consequently, sport today is regarded not merely as a physical activity, but
as a social phenomenon with political, economic, and cultural dimensions. Changes in consumption habits
and cultural environments within society have necessitated the interdisciplinary study of sport, as its
growing popularity demands attention from various academic fields.

In academic studies examining various dimensions of sport, a prominent trend in which sport is considered
a cultural-based and, therefore, a social phenomenon. In these studies, one of the key topics is particularly
the role and function of sport within social life. On the other hand, approaches and findings have emerged
in authorities and scientific works suggesting that sport has a positive impact on societal integration and
enhancing social cohesion.?

Football, the most popular form of sport worldwide, has evolved into a dynamic social practice that
establishes a strong communication network among players, fans, and managers, rooted in historical and
societal contexts. The structure formed around clubs provides an interaction space where memories, social
emotions, and shared experiences that are embedded in collective memory are exchanged.® Although the
relationship between sports and collective memory is generally discussed, the primary reason football has
been the subject of far more scientific studies is due to its global appeal. Football is a major industry that offers
motivation to win, has socio-economic impact, creates a professional field, fosters a sense of belonging,
can influence political structures, hosts powerful organizations, and possesses a scientific dimension.* In
analyses concerning football, which has transformed into both a social phenomenon and an industry, it
would be incomplete to disregard globalization, economic, and political structures. As Simon Kuper states,
football, which attracts the wide interest of the masses, “ceases to be just a game when it becomes important
to billions of people. Football is never just football”.’ Football, becoming a social phenomenon driven
by the passionate demand of societies, has increasingly attracted capital due to its growing profitability.
This has accelerated efforts for football to appeal visually and symbolically to elite classes, leading to the
restructuring of stadiums, ticket prices, and television broadcasting rights of clubs. Consequently, football
has become “the popular sport of capitalism.”® When considered within the framework of the consumption
industry, football—with the largest audience and fan base—has become commercialized, and fans have
turned into “active customers” with purchasing power, redefined in line with the interests of sports clubs
and organizations.” Supporters, beyond their identity as sports enthusiasts, have begun to transform into

1 Hiisnii Bilir, “Sporun Toplumsal Islevi: Sosyolojik Bir Yaklasim”, Aksaray Universitesi Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi
Dergisi, Vol.12/No. 4, 2020, pp. 27-36.

2 Giovanna Russo, “Integration by Sport Activities: Resource or Only a Paradox?”, Journal of Mediterranean Knowledge, Vol.4
(1), 2019, pp. 17-29. https://doi.org/10.26409/2019JMK4.1.02; United Nations, “Secretary-General’s Remarks at the Event:
‘Celebrating Sport for Development and Peace’, 28.04.2014, https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2014-04-28/
secretary-generals-remarks-event-celebrating-sport-development-and, accessed on: 13.12.2023; Rebecca G Adams- Rosemary
Blieszner, “An Integrative Conceptual Framework for Friendship Research”, Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, Vol.
11/No. 2, 1994, pp. 163-184, https://doi.org/10.1177/0265407594112; Akira Asada, Yong Jae Ko - Woojin Jang, “Effects of
Relative Size and Homogeneity of Sports Fan Community on Potential Fans’ Support Intentions”, Journal of Sport
Management, Vol.34/No. 2, 2020, pp. 103-119, https://doi.org/10.1123/jsm.2019-0055.

3 Richard Giulianotti, “Football Events, Memories and Globalization”, Soccer & Society, Vol.20/Nos.7-8, 2019, p. 1, https://
doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2019.1680490.

4 Yasin Ontiirk- Kenan Karacabey- Niyazi Ozbar, “Giiniimiizde Spor Denilince ilk Akla Neden Futbol Gelir?”, SPORMETRE:
Beden Egitimi ve Spor Bilimleri Dergisi, Vol. 17(2), 2019, p. 8, https://doi.org/10.33689/spormetre.533739.

5 Simon Kuper, Futbol Asla Sadece Futbol Degildir, trans. Sinan Giirtunca, Ithaki Yayinlari, Istanbul 1996, p. 34.

6 Ahmet Talimciler,”“Sosyolojik Ac¢idan Futbol Fanatizmi”, Sosyoloji Dergisi, Vol.15, 2006, p. 98. https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/
sosder/issue/40985/495122.

7 Rahsan Inal, Kiiresellesme ve Spor, Evrensel Basim ve Yaym, Istanbul 2008, p. 95.
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consumers/customers of ‘industrial football’ by purchasing club-branded products ranging from clothing
to kitchen and youth room items, etc., wearing the seasonally updated jerseys, trying to have these signed

and worn, and spending money for their club.® As football has become an industry through globalization
and economic developments, it has also transformed into a social phenomenon. People, by identifying
with their teams and attributing meaning to colors and symbols, contribute to the formation of individual
identity, to the extent that football identity increasingly takes precedence over personal identity.” The
broad social impact of football has made the relationship between football and politics inevitable.
Particularly, fandom and the social relations formed around it have begun to amplify this effect. Elements
such as chants, flags, and banners that glorify teams and belittle rivals have transformed football culture
into a domain where nationalism is symbolized on a daily and popular level."” The meanings attributed
to football, reinforced through flags, chants, jerseys, and colors, strengthen a sense of identity and
belonging. Football victories, achieved through local and national rivalries, have transformed into
collective celebrations that no other form of “success” can provide.!" In this respect, football has become
a social phenomenon where individuals united by common ideals, desires, and aspirations create

ER]

unforgettable moments through social interaction in “collective celebrations.” The ongoing football
journey is marked by massive stadiums, monuments, commemorations, museums exhibiting trophies
and historic achievements, exhibitions, stadium tours, and efforts to honor key figures in club history.
These elements not only paint a rich picture but also serve as tools that shape collective memory."? In
the construction of collective memory, the preservation of cultural heritage and its reinterpretation through
tangible or intangible elements, presented in the form of a narrative, play a decisive role."”® At this point,
the tools produced by football and the football industry hold an important function in mediating the
transmission of memory as tangible and intangible elements. This mediating role of football is crucial
because, as Botikova states—citing Assmann!*—“If the memory is not transmitted by the actors who have

lived through it, this memory either disappears or becomes externalized via symbolic memory.”"

The aim of this study is to explore and interrogate the role of football not merely as a physical or social
activity, but as a powerful cultural and social phenomenon in the construction and shaping of collective
memory. It seeks to analyze how the interaction formed through rituals, spaces (stadiums, symbols

(jerseys, crests, fan and club anthems, commemorations, and traumas contributes to the shaping and

perpetuation of collective memory through the sense of individual and social belonging.

The central research question of the study concerns how individual experiences in football are transformed
into collective memory shaped around shared ideals, desires, and social interactions, and within which
theoretical and conceptual frameworks this process can be explained. In line with this objective and
research problem, the analysis is grounded in Maurice Halbwachs’ theory of collective memory and is
supported byJan Assmann’s concepts of communicative and cultural memory, Pierre Nora’s notion of

8 Ahmet Talimciler, “Futbol Degil: Is Endiistriyel Futbol”, fletisim Kuram ve Arastirma Dergisi, 2008, N0.26, p. 93, 94, 101-102,
https://search.trdizin.gov.tr/en/yayin/detay/82973.
9 Talimciler, “Sosyolojik A¢idan Futbol Fanatizmi”, p. 98.

10 Adem Sagr, “6222 Sayih Yasa Baglaminda Tiirkiye’de Futbol Orneginde Sosyolojik Bir Coziimleme”, Amme Idaresi Dergisi,
Vol.45/No.3, 2012, p. 160.
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“sites of memory” (lieux de mémoire), and the approaches of various scholars in the field. Furthermore,
while addressing the role of football in the formation of memory through different theoretical
perspectives, the analysis has been reinforced with concrete examples and sources related to football. In
light of these discussions, the text is structured around five main headings. Initially, in the section titled
‘Reflections on Collective Memory’, key terms within the framework of the concept of collective memory
and various propositions related to this concept are discussed, with a particular emphasis on the context
in which the concept is addressed. Then, in the section titled ‘Collective Memory and Football’, the
relationship between collective memory and football, as well as football’s role in shaping and
constructing memory, is analyzed through various concrete examples. In the section titled ‘Stadiums as
Tools for the Spatial Construction of Memory’ the reasons why stadiums can be considered as spaces
where communities gather to meet the needs of memory are thoroughly examined, along with supporting
arguments and examples. The other three sections; “Club Names, Emblems, and Jerseys’
‘Commemorations, Tragedies, and Rituals’ and ‘Communication, Anthems, and Memory  question the
physical, communicative, and symbolic elements necessary for the construction, formation, and
continuity of memory. All these discussions and concepts are supported by examples taken from recent
specific studies addressing the relationship between football and collective memory.

Reflections on Collective Memory

The current understanding of collective memory can be traced back to the works of Emile Durkheim and
his student Maurice Halbwachs. Durkheim, rather than directly defining memory, focuses on the role of
rituals in connecting individuals with the past and maintaining social cohesion. Halbwachs, in contrast to
his mentor, centers on smaller-scale “groups” instead of “society” as a whole; thus, he argues that collective
memory is not singular but plural, shaped within different social structures. According to him, memory is
not individual; it is shaped through social formations such as families, professional groups, and religious
communities, thereby developing Durkheim’s approach further.!®

Many studies on the formation processes of collective memory or the functional tools in shaping collective
memory lead us to Halbwachs. Halbwachs’ claim is that memory is not the individual preservation of
past periods, but their reproduction. The past is reproduced within the lived time, with the help of the
groups and frameworks to which the individual belongs.!” Therefore, collective memory exists outside of
individual experience, renewing and keeping alive the present time, but without erasing past practices. It
encompasses relationships with groups, experiences, traditions, rituals, as well as written and oral forms of
communication.

Halbwachs emphasized the relational dimension of collective memory in connection with social institutions
and structures. However, alongside Halbwachs, other types of memory also have strong connections to
collective memory. In this regard, Jan Assmann provides us with resources that strengthen our insights
into collective memory. Assmann identifies four different dimensions of memory: mimetic memory,
object memory, language and communication, and the transmission of meaning.'”® In communicative
memory, language and communication are defining elements. Halbwachs states that an individual cannot
develop their language and comprehension skills independently; these abilities can only develop through
interactions with the external world. In this regard, memory consists of recollections shaped through

16 Jeffrey K Olick- Joyce Robbins, “Social Memory Studies: From ‘Collective Memory’ to the Historical Sociology of
Mnemonic Practices”, Annual Review of Sociology, 24, 1998, pp. 105-140, https://www.jstor.org/stable/223476; Jeffrey K.
Olick, “Collective Memory: The Two Cultures”, Sociological Theory, Vol. 17/ No. 3, 1999, pp. 333-348. https://www.jstor.
org/stable/370189.

17 Maurice Halbwachs, On Collective Memory, University of Chicago Press, Chicago 1992.

18 Assmann, ibid., p. 26-28.
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individual and societal communication networks.! In cultural memory, there is a memory space in which
objects, language, and communication memory are integrated. Behaviors that are routinely repeated, such
as rituals, and the texts in which language and communication memory gain meaning, are constructed by
mythical and symbolic figures. Unlike communicative memory, which is non-institutional, lacks structural
organization, and is based on individual experiences, cultural memory is preserved and interpreted in an
institutionalized form. This process is carried out by the expert bearers of memory.?* Cultural memory has
a structure shaped by behaviors and rituals that have become traditions. This characteristic allows it to be
transmitted across generations.?!

According to Paul Connerton, an individual’s experience of the present is largely shaped by their knowledge
of the past. Connerton argues that we make sense of the world we inhabit through causal connections formed
with events that have not been experienced and objects that have not been perceived in the past.”? In this
context, the meanings carried by the past and the traces it leaves in our memory form the foundation of our
present experience. Michael Schudson, on the other hand, defines memory as a set of cultural practices that
create a moral continuity between individuals and the past, fostering a sense of responsibility toward it.>
Among these cultural practices, rituals such as ceremonies serve as vehicles of ancestral memory, carrying
the past forward and functioning to preserve and repeat acts of remembrance.?* Rituals, through their
function of regular repetition, facilitate the transmission and preservation of knowledge that sustains identity,
thereby contributing to the reproduction of cultural identity.” Pierre Nora links the modern societies’ desire
to organize the past to the need to preserve the present, which is under the threat of extinction. This situation
allows for a shift from traditional experiences to strong demands for the reconstruction and remembrance
of the past. According to Nora, these demands drive societies to produce physical and symbolic memory
spaces. These spaces—such as museums, monuments, archives, sacred sites, and holidays—serve as tools
for ensuring the sustainability of memory. Nora emphasizes that these spaces do not emerge spontaneously;
rather, it is the individuals’ desire to preserve their pasts that creates these structures.?® Similarly, Halbwachs
stated that memory requires space for its continuity and that memory processes tend to spatialize.?”’

Collective Memory and Football

Sports such as football, basketball, rugby, boxing, and baseball, which reach large audiences, bring together
people from different ethno-cultural, religious, social, and economic backgrounds in the same space, united
by similar ideals. This unity, while sometimes limited to a small group, can also encompass a large portion
of the country’s population, thereby strengthening social solidarity and integration. This situation facilitates
communication between individuals who share the common characteristics necessary for the formation of
collective memory. People need a collective environment where they can relive their past and share their
emotions, and as Halbwachs noted, “Every collective memory requires the support of a group delimited in
space and time.””® Memory is closely linked to the continuation of social relationships through spaces. This
connection is based on the desire to keep vital experiences and emotional accumulations alive through new
networks of relationships.” The social capital of sports clubs is formed in spaces such as neighborhoods,
stands, and cafés; individuals construct collective memory here through cultural codes. These spaces
transform into areas that not only meet group needs but also nourish the sense of belonging.
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The primary reason football is the subject of this study is multifaceted. Football stands out spatially among
sports, as it holds a significant position in neighborhoods, cities, and regions where football clubs are located,
offering an important capacity for creating a sense of belonging. According to Richard Holt, football clubs
contribute to communities defining themselves and reinforcing social identities. In this context, football
has become a key element in the formation of local belonging, neighborhood pride, and a broader sense
of regional or urban identity.*® Individuals and groups strive to establish a sense of belonging, the act of
remembrance, and the process of fulfilling their desires related to it through spaces. Therefore, “memory
requires space, it tends to be spatialized”' and gains meaning through this process.

One of the prominent reasons for football’s significance is not only its ability to encourage economic
investments but also its capacity to mobilize the masses as a collective sport. Despite adopting an industrial
structure, football has developed its own dialectic over time, and critical stances against the structure
defined as “modern football” which is influenced by neoliberal commercial forces, have also emerged.
In this context, protests, symbolic representations, common language, and emotional investments hold
a transformative potential that nurtures collective memory. Therefore, this process also contains a social
and symbolic dimension of resistance.*? From this perspective, football can also be seen as a collective
manifestation of emotional reactions and consciousness. Football can sometimes serve as an expression of
societal dissatisfaction and, at other times, as a significant tool in the formation of national consciousness.
For instance, in Scotland, football has become a symbol of historical rivalry with England, while in Wales,
rugby has contributed both to the definition of external identity and to the way the people perceive themselves.
In this regard, according to Holt, sport is not merely entertainment, but also a means of preserving cultural
identity and expressing national resistance.* Orwell, on the other hand, expressed discomfort with the use
of sports by states for ideological purposes, describing sports as “the unchanging source of ill intentions.””*

Football fan groups have become activist collectives that play a role in social events and can be part of
social movements. In this regard, fandom has not only reflected political changes but has also turned fans
into key actors in broader political transformations.** Throughout the 2010s, the participation of football
fans in political movements and temporary alliances between rival ultra groups were observed in
countries like Ukraine, Egypt, and Turkey?® fan activism encompasses not only external political
movements but also includes critiques directed at the clubs themselves. For example, the supporters of
Dinamo Zagreb protested against the commercialization of their club and the president Mamic, receiving
support from fan groups of clubs like Bayern Munich. This highlights how fans go beyond being passive
spectators and take ownership of the club’s identity.>” Football can serve as a platform where political and
ideological struggles are visualized, with the visual itself becoming a tool for political action. For
example, through soft power discourses based on football, opposition political movements in Zimbabwe
not only gained visibility but also acquired significant political and cultural capital.?®
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Football activism represents a subjective formation in terms of building solidarity and collective identity
from a social and political perspective. Therefore, its relationship with politics is bidirectional; fans are
not only influenced by political ideologies, but these ideologies can also shape the fan experience and
activism. The issues addressed in fan activism are often more strongly associated with left-wing views.*
Indeed, fans strengthen this intrinsic relationship and attitude through rituals, symbols, commemoration,
and enthusiasm; while increasing their institutionalization with the capacity to bring together groups with
common ideals and create cultural networks.

The political capacity emanating from football spaces is increasingly being questioned in relation to collective
memory. The memory spaces of football have begun to be recognized as symbolic points of resistance in
the broader struggle of contemporary football culture. In this context, fans emphasize the importance of
these spaces, fighting to preserve their existence or shape their identities. Football activist fans continuously
construct, transform, and redefine history and traditions.*’ Bouandel and Amara have highlighted that
football fans, especially among the youth, provide a platform to challenge and subvert official memory.
They also emphasize the role of football in the construction of a homogeneous political and collective
memory in Algeria*' Additionally, practices where football serves as a platform for the expression of
memory, remembrance, nationalism, and racism, often generating hostility, have been explored in academic
studies** In the Eastern Bloc, there are certain football memory spaces that became sources of resistance
against “people’s democracy” or reinforced such attitudes in collective memory. Notable examples of these
memory spaces include the 1957 World Cup qualifiers in Chorzw, the semi-finals of the 1972 Munich
Olympics, and the 1982 Spain World Cup matches, where Poland’s struggles against the Soviet Union are
particularly remembered.”* On the other hand, the Banderstadt Ultras group of Karpaty Lviv, an ultra
fan group from Ukraine with strong far-right political tendencies, has long had ties with the anti-
immigrant and ethno-nationalist Svoboda Party. Through various events, they have contributed to the
party’s rise in the 2012 elections.* Scientific studies examining the presence of nationalism in Croatian
stadiums have shown that while far-right groups have a certain degree of influence, comprehensive
ethnographic research reveals that despite the nationalist tendencies and occasional extreme behaviors
of the Torcida Split supporters (Hajduk Split fans, some individuals within the group hold liberal or left-
wing viewpoints. This diversity has been suggested to be explainable by the group’s internal harmony
dynamics.** However, historical and social traumas have shaped the memories of football fans. For
example, after the regime change in Poland in 1989, the nationalistic potential of football came to the
forefront. During this period, many Polish football club supporters adopted extreme right-wing
ideologies.*
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Collective memory is strengthened through the coming together of differences or a heterogeneous human
network around a specific thought, celebration, and joy. In this context, the power of collective memory
comes to the forefront. Collective memory creates a common singularity with both its production and its
dominant and inclusive aspect. Although Halbwachs does not discuss how collective memory influences
individual memories, the rituals of social interaction play an important role here. This is because, certain
memories are attributed with significant social importance in the light of discussions about the meaning
of social interaction. These collective memories become sacred and coercive for the individual because
they form a strong bond with individual relationships within the group. At this point, individual memory
can transform into a form of collective remembering, arising from the social exchanges and interactions of
individuals.?’

Stadiums as Tools for the Spatial Construction of Memory

Memory spaces are areas that ensure the preservation and transmission of emotions related to the past,
representing them and carrying them to future generations. These spaces host both traditional relationships
and new forms of social production. Halbwachs argues that in order for an individual to remember their
past, they need the memories of others and reference points approved by society; he emphasizes that
memory is not individual but recognized in a social context.** Memories are preserved and reconstructed
through traditional relationships in these collective memory spaces. Bloch, on the other hand, states that
memory is closely linked to social context and linguistic structures.* Thus, it can be stated that memory is
reshaped in spaces where individuals who share similar experiences gather. When we consider football in
terms of memory spaces, one of the first spaces that comes to mind is stadiums. One of the main reasons
for their prominence in this nomination is that stadiums function as the stage where physical interaction
between spectators and players takes place. These unique spaces, where the interaction between spectators
and players occurs, contribute to transforming the match into a holistic experience. The physical structure
of the stadium strengthens the sense of community by establishing a strong bond between the players on
the field and the spectators in the stands.*® In this regard, as Daniel Fitzpatrick also notes: “The football
stadia represents a ‘unique occasion’, which through the collective milieu of the crowd, with its own shared

memories, can engender ‘our own constant consciousness of belonging to diverse milieus at all one time’. !

Stadiums are not merely venues for sporting and entertainment activities. From their inception, they
constitute multifaceted spaces shaped through the collaboration of urban planning, political actors, and
corporations, encompassing considerations such as transportation, league expansion, consumption-
marketing strategies, and political dynamics, thereby forming an intersectional arena.* In the contemporary
era, where football has gained industrial momentum, a multilayered network of relationships is formed
among clubs, corporations, federations, digital broadcasters, and supporters. The spectators and fans who
purchase or watch this product assume the role of consumers, or customers. Within this network, stadiums
have transformed into functional spaces related to commercial complexes and media investments.*
However, what distinguishes stadiums within sports venues is not merely their economic infrastructure.
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According to Bromberger, stadiums are among the rare sites where the integration or fragmentation of
urban communities can be observed. In today’s world, characterized by the widespread establishment of
neoliberal economic structures and the intertwinement of politics and capital, it is evident that politics
will not refrain from intervening in football and stadiums, particularly as these arenas offer easy means
of directing division and integration.** In other words, the extensive social impact of football renders the
relationship between politics and sport inevitable. Within football, particularly the phenomenon of fandom
and the social relations emerging therein expand this sphere of influence® By focusing on the general
assumption that sport primarily involves individuals fixated on competition, this underscores how sport
functions as an ideological value and a medium of transmission. At this juncture, massive stadiums become
spaces vulnerable to political intervention predicated on the segmentation of individuals.

Political ideologies can shape, suppress, and even reconstruct the direction of memory through new
strategies and instruments. They have also served as tools for legitimizing power and propaganda. This was
evident in Nazi Germany, Francoist Spain, and Salazar’s Portugal. In Latin American countries, football
became a frequent arena for social manipulation employed by military regimes. For instance, the 1978
FIFA World Cup was utilized to mitigate the effects of the military coup in Argentina and to improve the
international image of the military government.’® Moreover, the Berlin Olympic Stadium, built for the
Berlin Olympics, was designed as more than a mere sports venue—it became one of the grandest stages for
Nazi propaganda.’’ A similar example in Turkey emerged after the military coup of September 12, 1980,
with efforts to depoliticize society and accelerate stadium construction. The redirection of youth and their
affiliations toward apolitical spaces, and the idea of maintaining social order and discipline, permeated
football arenas. This influence extended from how supporters should behave in stadiums to regulations on
footballers’ beards and mustaches. During the 1990s, the rising terrorist incidents in Turkey also impacted
nationalism within football arenas. In the 2000s, nationalist reactions generated by politics and political
representations spread throughout the country, permeating football fields in cities across Turkey.™

While neoliberal policies have become increasingly influential in Turkey today, stadiums have rapidly risen
across the country, and broadcasting rights values have consistently increased; however, team performance
standards have not been met. Additionally, football actors contribute increasingly to the politicization of
football, alongside politicians. Due to football’s social, political, and economic potential, new football
stadium investments were made during the current ruling period; by 2014, 25 football stadiums had been
constructed in 23 different cities.® All these examples demonstrate how stadiums can also be used by
political powers as instruments for forgetting or reconstructing memory when desired.

The sense of belonging to football clubs often stems from the cultural and emotional bonds established with
the local community from which the club originates. Clubs become symbols of local identity and social
memory, reinforcing this sense of belonging through physical spaces and symbolic elements.*® Football and
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teams are seen as sacred by their supporters; similarly, the stadiums where the teams play their matches
are considered sacred spaces.’! The importance attributed to these stadiums, where rituals,
commemorations, and exuberance unfold, has become a topic of contemporary debate. There are
observations suggesting that football serves as a manifestation of the “sacred” or even “secular
divinity”.®* Additionally, there are perspectives that interpret football as a new form of production,
commenting on it through the lens of the “secular sacred”. ¢

Andrew Brow, while questioning whether football can be considered sacred or a form of religion,
emphasizes that this phenomenon cannot be understood merely as a sporting event. He states, “if you
do a Google news search, in the months of an English winter, for terms like “miracle”, or “messiah”
many results will turn out to be about football matches.” thereby highlighting the quasi-religious
significance attributed to the sport.** A representative and supporter of Manchester United described this
regularly repeated weekly phenomenon as follows: “Each week millions of people across the world
travel hundreds, sometimes thousands of miles to watch a football game. For these people football is
their ‘religion’.”® Sociologists and historians, while traditionally examining the mass migrations of
people driven by faith or conflict in historical contexts, now observe that hundreds of thousands of
individuals today can form networks of social interaction across vast distances, even if temporarily,
around collective acts of remembrance, enthusiasm, or shared pursuits. Football stadiums not only
serve as sites for rituals and commemorative ceremonies but also house memories deeply embedded in
the collective consciousness of fans. For instance, the desire of Liverpool supporters to have their ashes
scattered at Anfield after death is a powerful indication of the stadium being perceived as a “temple” and
football as something “sacred.”® Similarly, in Turkey, stadiums are also depicted as sacred spaces. For
example, the opening of a stadium was announced with the phrase, “Galatasaray fans, here is your new
temple”.®” Moreover, some players and coaches have stated that football is experienced almost like a
“religion” in Turkey.®® In Turkey, the award-winning documentary Eski A¢ik Sar1 Desene, which reflects
the meaning attributed by Galatasaray Sports Club supporters to the Ali Sami Yen Stadium before its
demolition, offers a visual and auditory representation of this collective accumulation. Numerous
examples can be given of sacralizing discourses attached to stadiums, clubs, and even players. A
particularly striking example is the unwavering slogan of Boca Juniors fans, rooted in the club
that football legend Maradona called home: “Boca es mi religion, Maradona es mi dios, la Bombonera es
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mi iglesia/ My religion is Boca, my God is Maradona, my temple is La Bombonera (the stadium).” The
sanctity attributed to Maradona by Argentinians extended beyond symbolic admiration; they even founded
a new church known as the “Church of the Hand of God” or the “Maradona Church,” (Iglesia
Maradoniana) effectively inventing what could be considered a “new religion.” The goal that inspired the
phrase “Hand of God” (La mano de Dios) scored during the match held at Mexico’s iconic Aztec
Stadium on June 22, 1986, came to represent—according to both Argentinians and Maradona himself—a
form of revenge for the Malvinas War (Falklands War) fought against England in 1982.° However,
fandom is not limited solely to this perception of sacredness; it also generates a memory associated with
violence. Behaviors categorized under football fanaticism, often in violation of rules, have over time
evolved into a pattern of conduct and become visible in various forms.” In this regard, football-related
violence is often regarded as a persistent component of the stadium atmosphere and a stable expression of
social behavior.”!

Club Names, Emblems, and Jerseys

Football serves as a powerful medium through which individuals can relive and express the experiences
and emotions acquired during their processes of socialization, using objects, symbols, slogans, and team
jerseys. Sports clubs, in this regard, function as sites of memory that prevent the erasure of past victories,
collective memories, and mourning, thereby attributing meaning to them. Branscombe and Wann argue
that fandom enables individuals to establish a strong emotional connection with a team even without
direct participation in the game. With the weakening of traditional community bonds, sports spectatorship
has emerged as a meaningful sphere of belonging for individuals. Team identity offers resilience against
psychological fragility and alienation, and increasingly replaces familial and local ties by allowing
individuals to engage with broader social structures.” Therefore, football clubs and stadiums serve as sites
where new social relationships are formed, with emblems, team colors, and the historical joys and traumas
not only symbolizing but also carrying the memory resources of this new social network.

The meanings and symbols embedded in the names, colors, and emblems of football clubs often serve as
carriers of the representation of the cities, neighborhoods, and larger settlements where they were established.
Clubs such as Barcelona, Real Madrid, Manchester City, and Liverpool are examples of this phenomenon,
with this symbolism also manifesting in the names of collective memory spaces. This situation is common
not only in large, economically powerful clubs but also in local, amateur, or immigrant-based clubs. In
countries like Germany, which are major destinations for immigration, football becomes an integration
tool that supports community identity. For instance, clubs like Tiirkiyemspor Berlin, FC Tiirkiye
Wilhelmsburg, and Tiirkgiici Miinchen combine Turkish-German phrases in their names and use
symbolic colors like red and white in their logos. Similarly, teams founded by Syriacs, such as FC
Suryoye Koln, Anadolu E.V. Kdln, and Anadoluspor Berlin, contribute to keeping the geographical
affiliation alive in memories after migration. The inclusion of both the symbols of the country of
migration and the homeland in the clubs’ flags and logos highlights football’s power to preserve
cultural memory. This situation helps keep the geography, cultural, and linguistic elements alive through
football, ensuring the continuity of memory. This form of remembrance and commemoration organized
through football and clubs also represents a set of cultural practices that make people feel indebted to
their past or suggest a moral continuity between them and their history.”?
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Sheffield FC, known as the world’s oldest football club, justifies its proud legacy through historical,
economic, and social foundations.” The Arsenal crest features 15 laurel leaves on the left side, which
reflect the detail on the reverse side of a sixpence coin paid by the 15 individuals who played a role in the
founding of the club. These laurel leaves are also claimed to symbolize strength. The club’s origins are
deeply tied to Woolwich, a town with a strong military tradition, as it was home to the Royal Artillery
Regiment and numerous military hospitals. Founded in 1886 in the Woolwich district, (Royal) Arsenal
played without a crest for the first two years, later adopting the Woolwich coat of arms featuring
cannons. Initially, the cannon depicted in the Arsenal logo was facing east, but it was later turned to
face west.” Tottenham Hotspur, its name derives from Sir Henry Percy, an English nobleman from the
late Middle Ages, known as “Harry Hotspur” due to his death in the Battle of Shrewsbury in 1403 and his
use of spurs during combat. The rooster featured in the club’s emblem is linked to Percy’s spurred
fighting cocks.”

Commemorations, Tragedies, and Rituals

Both Durkheim and Halbwachs emphasized the importance of rituals that institutionalize the past in our
daily lives, as well as the significance of memory-preserving tools such as texts, museums, murals, and
monuments.”” It is possible to observe these memory-preserving tools in football and the events associated
with it. In football, there is a momentum in which success stories are glorified or held in higher esteem.
However, failures in the football process, tragedies and traumas resulting from events linked to hooliganism,
become the subject of emotional transitions symbolized through rituals, various texts, museums, monuments,
and forms.

Although the concepts of collective memory and commemoration are interconnected, they do not express
the same thing. Commemoration relies on the practices and symbols that communities use to present the
past both to themselves and to the external world; these actions occur collectively in the public sphere
and are processes in which social views on the past are negotiated in a conflicting manner. In this context,
space, time, body, and images transform into cultural tools.” In contrast, collective memory refers more to
a mental orientation that unfolds over time; Nora’s “places of memory” are examples where this state of
consciousness is materialized. In this context, forms of commemoration for deceased athletes in football
history, along with the media, ceremonies, and rituals, are part of relatively newly developed commemoration
cultures.” Indeed, there are numerous examples related to this. The Heysel Stadium Disaster in 1985 and
the Hillsborough Disaster in 1989 have become ingrained in the memories of nations and societies, serving
as subjects of commemoration ceremonies.

Although football often sustains collective memory through success and victories, incidents of violence
have also contributed to shaping this memory in a negative way. One such example is the Heysel Stadium
disaster in 1985 in Brussels, where 39 people died following violent actions involving Liverpool supporters.
The incident resulted in the indefinite suspension of English clubs from European competitions and led to
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the period being labeled as “the English disease.” ® The Heysel tragedy marked a rupture in the collective
memory regarding football’s unifying nature. The media not only recalled the event but also played an
active role in shaping memory. As Clemens Kech points out, the media re-circulated past images, effectively
transporting individuals and society back to a specific site of memory. At the time, the European Cup
final—initially presented with expressions such as “the final of the century” or “dream match”—came
to be known in public discourse as the “Heysel disaster,” provoking widespread social outrage.?’ Even
today, a simple internet search using the phrase “Heysel tragedy 1985 reveals how deeply the event has
become associated with specific images in the collective memory. This demonstrates how football can
swiftly become loaded with either positive or negative connotations in the process of memory production.
“Heysel” has increasingly come to signify, at least in the realm of today’s mass digital media, what is often
referred to as “savage hooliganism” and has begun to transform into a site of football tragedy within the
realm of memory. This is because memory not only reconstructs the past, but also organizes present and
future experiences. 32

The social relationships of individuals give meaning to certain memories. Although Halbwachs did not
extensively examine the impact of collective memory on individual memories, the role of interaction rituals
in this process is significant. Memories imbued with social meaning become sacred for individuals and
are closely tied to intra-group relationships. As Brentin suggests, the fiecld of sports can be seen as a space
where mnemonic practices are ritualized, and these experiences are disseminated to society in various
ways. In this context, stadiums are not only places where sports are performed but also public spaces where
political messages are produced and spread through various media channels.®® In this regard, rituals also
emerge as a manifestation of public spaces where dialogues with authorities take place and similar political
and social concerns are expressed.

Football also creates strong bonds among members by fostering traditions that span across generations,
ensuring that deceased members are commemorated in various ways. History, memory, and remembrance
are crucial elements in the formation of community within football clubs, and these processes reflect the
influence of traditional mourning culture on the club’s culture. Studies on the visual language of football
clubs and their cherished photographs reflect a sense of intergenerational belonging between living and
deceased members.* Thus, through photographs, choreography, and visual displays in stadiums, efforts
are made to ensure the intergenerational remembrance of living or deceased fans, players, or managers.
With the use of technology, fans who are physically not present in the stadium can also form emotional
connections from all around the world, reinforcing the creation of a shared memory.

One of the common examples of commemoration and remembrance in football is the use of black armbands
or black kits. These symbols have been adopted by both local and international teams for various reasons,
serving as symbols of solidarity and respect. Sports clubs and associations in Europe continue to sustain
the culture of remembrance through the media, tradition, and ceremonies. Days of remembrance for the
deceased, moments of silence during general assemblies, and pre-match rituals are significant parts of
this practice. Players wear black armbands or ribbons during the first home match following a loss, and
they observe a minute of silence to honor the deceased.® In football clubs in Scotland, players take to the
field on “Remembrance Sunday” wearing red poppy symbols on their jerseys and participate in a minute
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of silence or applause to honor the fallen. At Heart of Midlothian FC, the commemoration of those who
lost their lives in World War I is regarded as a significant part of the club’s cultural identity — referred to
as the club’s “collective heart.” 8 The examples provided in Markwart Herzog’s work carry significance
in terms of the ritual aspects of football, jerseys, commemoration, and the act of remembrance. On
January 20, 1989, the Turkish football club Samsunspor suffered a tragic accident while traveling for
an away match. As a result of the crash, the team lost its head coach, several players, and the bus driver,
while other players and staff members were injured. In memory of this tragedy, the club added the color
black to its traditional red and white team colors from 1989 onwards. Furthermore, every January, the
players who lost their lives—referred to as “Football Martyrs”—are commemorated in ceremonies held at
a monument built in their honor in front of the stadium. During matches played in January, the team
wears black kits, and supporters also dress in black as a mark of respect.’’” Another example from Turkey
is the death of Mustafa Necati, one of the founders of Altay Sports Club and a former Minister of National
Education, on January 1, 1929. Following his passing, the Altay team took to the field wearing black
jerseys in their first match against Karsiyaka, and players from both teams observed a moment of silence
before the game. In addition, several commemorative decisions were made: refraining from participating
in any matches on January st henceforth, holding memorial ceremonies at his gravesite and at the club on
each anniversary of his death, establishing a memorial corner within the club, and wearing black jerseys
for a two-month period.®®

The monument constructed here is the creation of a commemorative ritual and monument built alongside
stadiums as sites of memory. The transmission of collective memory is as important as its construction.
This is because rituals, as acts of ancestral remembrance, carry memory and serve the functions of
reiterating and preserving the act of remembering.*® However, acts of remembrance and commemoration
in football are not limited to national or local regions. Borussia Dortmund, a team in the German
Bundesliga, auctioned off special black kits that their players wore in the 21st matchweek against
Hertha Berlin. The proceeds from this auction were intended to aid those affected by the earthquake in
Kahramanmaras, Turkey, which occurred on February 6, 2023. The German club referred to the
earthquakes in the Turkey-Syria border region as “the disaster of the century” and announced their
decision to sell the jerseys worn during the match on February 19 to support the victims of this tragedy.”

In football, the preservation of memory through visual and symbolic elements can extend not only to
events but also to individuals who have made significant contributions to players or clubs. During the
2022/23 season, Premier League teams wore black armbands to commemorate the death of Brazilian
football legend Pelé, and a minute of silence was observed before each match. Similarly, MLS, NWSL,
and USL teams wore black armbands to honor the passing of former referee Merritt Guthrie. In 2021, to
remember Gerd Miiller, Bayern Munich players took to the field wearing jerseys with Miiller’s name and
number on the back.”’ One of the collective memory spaces in football also includes the heroes, such as
club managers, owners, and officials, as well as their ordinary daily activities, the respect they show for
loyal fans, and the support they provide in organizational activities.” Franz Beckenbauer, the former
German footballer, coach, and executive, became a symbolic figure for both Bayern Munich and Germany.
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His death wasmourned with great respect by the global public.”” However, at times, these acts of
commemoration can lead to crises. On December 29, 2023, the Turkish Super Cup final
between Galatasaray and Fenerbahce, scheduled to take place in Saudi Arabia, was postponed due to
the teams’ desire to wear shirts featuring the image of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, the founder of Turkey,
during warm-up. Saudi organizers stated that the decision was made because the match did not
comply with regulations.*

The naming of streets, squares, and sports facilities after prominent athletes has become a tradition for
commemorating these sports icons.”” These name designations often refer to a football player, a politician,
or a historical event. Real Madrid’s Santiago Bernabéu stadium takes its name from Santiago Bernabéu
de Yeste, who played for the club for many years and later became its president. In Turkey, it is quite
common for stadiums or sports facilities to be named after people from various social strata and groups,
such as politicians, mayors, head coaches, or club presidents. Examples include Fenerbahge Siikrii
Saracoglu Stadium, named after a politician, and Bornova Aziz Kocaoglu Stadium, named after a former
mayor, as well as the presence of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’s name on multiple stadiums, honoring the
founder of the country.

Organized fan groups in Brazil provide a strong example of football’s role in social interaction and
the production of shared values. These groups are notable not only for their passion for football but also
for the symbols they use in the construction of collective identity. Since the 1990s, some fans
have adopted the figure of Che Guevara as a symbol linking international leftist struggles to local
identities. Che’s image has appeared in the stands, symbolizing an oppositional stance, and has also
been featured on badges, flags, and shirts.”® These symbols have also been adopted by ultras groups in
various countries as representations of rebellious and anti-system figures. Che Guevara has been
symbolically used in the stands in Italy, Israel, France, and Germany, while Italian Livorno fans have
referenced leftist thinkers and figures like Stalin. The ultras group of Hapoel Tel Aviv has
displayed choreographies featuring images of Che Guevara, Karl Marx, or Gandhi. Livorno fans
refer to leftist ideologies, while Saint-Etienne fans honor the resistance leader Cochise, an Apache
leader. These figures reflect the ultras’ desire to defend their identities and oppose authority.
Cochise, regarded as a symbol of resistance against the attacks on the lands of Mexicans and
Americans, has become a hero and role model for the ultras of the French club Saint-Etienne.”” Not
only political individuals but also groups have served as sources for fans’ symbols and emblems. In
Poland, the “Cursed Soldiers” who are celebrated for their patriotism, resistance, and struggle, have
become role models for fans, appearing on their scarves, flags, and stadiums, and are considered
significant figures.”® Similarly, the IRA has maintained its presence as a symbol of collective identity and
political consciousness in the emblems and symbols of Celtic Glasgow supporters in Scotland.*

Sports clubs also carry symbols that reflect the city and supporters from which they draw their identity
and support. The symbols on the shirts or club flags, such as those on crests, are directly linked to
commemorations. Until 2012, the iconic crest on Liverpool Football Club’s shirt included all the classic
Liverpool symbols:the Shankly Gates, the “You’ll Never Walk Alone” motto, the liver bird, and a
memorial badge in honor.

93 “A Tribute to Franz Beckenbauer (1945-2024)”, Inside, https://inside.fifa.com/organisation/news/a-tribute-to-franz-
beckenbauer-1945-2024, accesed on: 22.04.2025.

94“T-Shirt Row Causes Saudi Arabia-Based Turkish Super Cup Final to Be Postponed”, The Guardian, 19.12.2013, https://
www.theguardian.com/football/2023/dec/29/t-shirt-row-saudi-arabia-based-turkish-super-cup-final-postponed-galatasaray-
fenerbahce#:~:text=At%20the%20heart%200f%20those,not%20adhering%20t0%20match%?20regulations, accessed on: 26.04.2025.
95 Herzog, “Rituals and Practices...”, p. 188.

96 Bernardo Buarque de Hollanda- Raphael Rajao Ribeiro, “The Political and War Symbology in the Universe of the
Supporters :A Reading of the Appropriations of the Figure of Che Guevara between Organized Supporters in Brazil”, in
Football, Fandom and Collective Memory: Global Perspectives, eds. Przemystaw Nosal- Radostaw Kossakowski- Wojciech
Wozniak, Routledge, London 2024, p. 45-48.

97 Nosal- Kossakowski, “Introduction to studies on football...”, p. 3.

98 Nosal- Kossakowski- Wozniak, “Guerrilla Patriotism...”, ibid.

99 Mark Hayes, “Glasgow Celtic Fans, Political Culture and the Tiocfaidh Ar La Fanzine: Some Comments and a Content
Analysis”, Football Studies, Vol.9/No.1, 2006, pp. 5-18.



16149 STAD

of the victims of the Hillsborough disaster, which was made permanent with the addition of the Eternal
Flame. As of 2025, Liverpool’s football kits still feature the symbol “97” between two flames on the back
of the shirts, commemorating the victims of Hillsborough.'” The forms of remembrance can certainly
be expanded. For example, the emblem of Paris Saint-Germain, a French club, features the Eiffel Tower
and the red and white colors, both of which are symbols derived from the city itself. When explaining the
consistency of the club’s colors, the element of identity should be taken into account. Individuals can also
identify with larger groups they do not personally know, and this is commonly seen among football fans.'"!
This identification involves the individual aligning with a collective identity through symbols such as the
club’s colors, and it enables the person to become part of a larger, anonymous group without necessarily

forming a personal connection. It fosters a sense of unity and integration with the group.!%?

Examples of club colors can be further expanded. In England, shirt colors have proven to be highly resistant
to the changing football environment and the commercialization of the sport. To understand why clubs’
traditional colors emerged and largely remained fixed, it is important to consider traditions, approved
norms, and the habits of mediators. As Cardiff City’s owners learned, the identification with wearing blue,
a color the Welsh club has continuously maintained since 1908, plays a crucial role in the fans’ process of
internalization.!® The jersey colors of the Netherlands and Italy national teams reflect respect for their royal
heritage and historical roots. The “Azzurro” (blue) color for Italy signifies a socio-historical connection to
the Savoy Dynasty, tracing back to its origins, while the Netherlands’ iconic orange color is rooted in the
House of Orange-Nassau, with historical ties to William of Orange, who played a prominent role in the
Eighty Years’ War that laid the foundations for modern-day Netherlands.!** Jersey colors, much like club
names and crests, can be just as prominent and carry historical significance. The Barcelona football club
has expressed the importance of its colors in the following way: “For over 100 years the colours blue and
garnet have come together on the shirts of FC BARCELONA players and this is why the Club is also known
as the equip blaugrana (blue and garnet team).” ' The club’s crest holds historical and social significance.
The crest, which was selected through a competition in 1910 and has only changed aesthetically since then,
features the Saint George’s Cross in the upper quarter. This cross represents the patron saint of Catalonia and
is also found on the coat of arms of the city of Barcelona and the Catalan flag.'® This sense of integration
and the desire expressed in this context highlight the connection that fans establish with other groups,
regardless of physical distance or direct contact. One of the key elements that strengthens this bond is the
use of chants, jerseys, and emblems.

Communication, Anthem, and Memory

The difference between communicative memory and cultural memory refers to the contrast between
collective memory based on everyday communication and the memory preserved through official
commemorations and cultural formations that gradually become historical over time. Cultural memory is
shaped by fixed points and is a long-term, organized process that helps sustain the identity of society. It is
maintained through cultural forms such as texts, rituals, and monuments, and is more formal and continuous
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than communicative memory.'”” One of the prominent aspects of football enthusiasm is the stands, and the
fan chants that are never absent from them——chants that contain historical and social meanings and are
at least as old as the clubs themselves. This is because “football grows with fandom, nostalgia, memory,
legend, and the emotional investments of the supporters...”!%

Therefore, chants constitute one of the key rituals through which fans—who are among the primary sources of
football’s passion—collectively express their support, as well as their teams’ triumphs and sorrows. Singing
chants in football fandom is as old as the professional game itself. Over time, clubs have interacted with their
supporters and designed their own specific chants.!” Fan chants are not only integral to sporting events but
also serve as significant instruments within football’s stand culture and its collective memory. These chants
carry a historical background and are not merely expressions of team support; they also function as a bridge
that strengthens solidarity and social bonds between fans and players. This phenomenon should be evaluated
within the framework of collective memory. Football symbolizes the collective dynamic of a passionate
supporter base through the use of a shared voice—chants—that facilitate communication among fans.!'* As
a result of collective dynamics and a ritual of supporters, fan chants are performed physically in stadiums
and, due to the rapid advancement of communication technologies, are widely disseminated through online
fan blogs, social media platforms, and various video-sharing websites. These digital channels facilitate the
rapid spread and increased visibility of fan chants beyond the physical boundaries of the stadium.!"! While
stadiums provide the physical space necessary for the formation of collective memory, within these spaces,
individual memories can be drawn into a collective memory framework through a shared language and
chants. In a friendly match between the German and Turkish national teams in 2023, millions of Turkish-
origin immigrants living in Germany kept their memories alive through the display of flags and the singing
of chants. During the Euro 2024 matches held in Germany, symbolic and visual elements were used to show
support for the Turkish national team; fans wore national team jerseys as well as the jerseys of their favorite
Istanbul clubs. While thousands of Turkish-origin supporters cheered for their team, one fan expressed the
connection between identity construction and a sense of belonging through football by stating: “Our hearts

beat for Turkey, for home. Of course Germany is also home for us, but we are Turks.”'”

When evaluating the linguistic and semiotic aspects of fan and club chants, it has been concluded that
the content of these chants is shaped by various factors, such as social, geographical, historical, and
political influences. According to Collinson, football songs play a significant role in the formation of
spatial belonging and social identity. The competitive environment of the A-League, founded in 2004, has
directed fans to connect with new teams and develop new rituals and identities. In this process, singing
together has become a key element in reinforcing fan identity and traditions.!"* New social networks and
the groups formed through interactions have created new spaces, initiating the process of memory
transmission through the production of symbols, icons, chants, and songs. In this context, the group in
question has shaped its memory through spatial settings where traditional images and ceremonies are
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assembled and repeated."* English and Slovenian football chants have been studied linguistically, with
an evaluation of how these chants contribute to the formation of fan identity, belonging, unity, and
motivation. The analysis revealed that despite the simple vocabulary of football chants, they effectively
reflect the social values of fans through rich linguistic features. Chants include metaphors, quantifiers,
club names, colors, and stadium names. These elements help fans establish a connection with the club
and reinforce a shared sense of success.'”® The historical and social rivalry between Real Madrid and FC
Barcelona has been analyzed linguistically through their anthems. The FC Barcelona anthem presents
the club within a structure that advocates for Catalan ideologies and emphasizes internal solidarity, while
the Real Madrid anthem reflects an approach that aims to reach global audiences and establish external
solidarity. According to the study, the competition between the two clubs is not limited to political and
historical reasons; it is also nourished by the linguistic and ideological codes embedded within
their anthems.""® The ultras of FK Sevastopol in Crimea have interpreted past events and figures in
different ways both before and after Russia’s annexation. The attitudes of the club’s supporters towards
the version of the song “Legendary Sevastopol” reflect the disagreements among Crimean fans
regarding the use of Russian and Ukrainian symbols, highlighting the uncertainty around how
memory will be constructed between the past and the future."” In a content analysis of Trabzonspor
chants originating from Turkey, themes of belonging, regionalism, success, and fan affection were

8 In this context,

prominent, with the region’s characteristics and identity reflected in the chants.
football songs and chants are not merely incidental elements, but strategic linguistic tools that
influence fan psychology and societal structure. At the same time, they serve as cultural
transmission elements that keep the historical, geographical, and emotional accumulations of clubs

alive through collective participation in memory spaces, spanning generations.
Conclusion

Football has transformed from being merely a sporting activity into a complex social phenomenon shaped
by multiple factors, ranging from individual identity to collective memory, from social belonging to
processes influenced by political ideologies and neoliberal economic partnerships. While supporters
engage in social interaction with individuals from similar or identical sociocultural groups in an effort to
construct their identities, globalization, politics, corporatized football clubs, and the emerging
economic relations they generate have accelerated the industrialization of football. Amid these
developments, football has simultaneously served as a source for the shaping of collective memory
through fandom, symbols, rituals, crests, chants, and spaces such as stadiums.

Therefore, the meaning of football extends far beyond on-field success; it has become a phenomenon
imbued with sacred significance, rooted in the diverse cultural and social networks formed around it,
and serves as a source of collective memory. In long-term supporter relationships in particular, football
assumes a permanent place in individuals’ lives; the sense of belonging formed with clubs is passed down
from generation to generation within families, thereby creating cultural continuity. Spaces associated with
football play a vital role in sustaining this continuity. This is because people attribute significance to
places as a means of remembering the past and keeping it alive in the present and future. In this context,
football clubs and stadiums not only serve as venues for matches but also function as carriers of collective
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memory and cultural heritage. Stadiums become sites where victories are celebrated with collective joy
and losses are mourned collectively, and at times, they are imbued with “sacred” meanings and
expressions by fans. Consequently, although football may be institutionalized and designed as a
highly valuable economic structure in the eyes of clubs and federations, it carries a much deeper and
emotional significance for supporters.

While football is shaped by its historical legacy, past achievements, and shared emotions, stadiums, club
buildings, and neighborhoods or public spaces associated with teams play a crucial role in preserving both
tangible and oral cultural heritage. However, football is not merely a vehicle for recalling the past; it also
represents a form of collective action that sustains expectations, hope, and the desire for future success.
As Jan Assmann emphasizes, memory does not only structure the past—it also gives meaning to the
present and contributes to the construction of the future. In this context, football is a social domain
that carries the legacy of the past into the future and is nourished by the collective memory built in the
present. Social tendencies and demands aimed at reconstructing and remembering a fading past are
materialized through the spatial, physical, and symbolic organizations of football. Stadiums and other
physical infrastructures, shaped according to clubs’ economic power, evolve into spaces that support
the continuity of collective memory. Alongside verbal elements such as slogans, shared narratives, and
chants, the transmission of this memory is institutionalized and made enduring in social consciousness
through visual symbols like jerseys, colors, emblems, and monuments.
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Abstract

Representing a country or a nation abroad through tours has
existed since the earliest periods of football. Before Galatasaray
football club started preparing for a tour to Europe in 1921,
four football teams went on three tours in the Ottoman Empire.
Galatasaray's European tour in 1921 was a much more
effective tour than its predecessors with its scope and the
discussions it brought. Switzerland, Germany, Czechoslovakia,
and Hungary were visited as part of this tour, and various
football matches were played in these countries. During the
preparations for this tour and during the tour, various
discussions arose on issues such as the representation of the
Turkish nation and the success of the team that would go on
the tour in football, and many discussions were held regarding
whether or not this tour would be successful. During and at
the end of the tour, two-headed discussions and observations
emerged, and this tour and the matches played within this tour
in Europe and the Ottoman Empire were described with very
different expectations and approaches. Galatasaray's tour,
which was mentioned in a very progressive and positive way in
Germany, was taken up quite critically in Switzerland and the
Empire, and the representation and organization studies after the
tour were carried out. Within the scope of this study, the tours
that took place before Galatasaray's 1921 European Tour were
explained, the 1921 European Tour was examined in detail,
and its effects on the problems of Turkish sporting image and
representation of the Turkish nation, the Turkish image in the
European media, and the changes and reforms in Turkish
Sports and Turkish Football, including the Early Republican
Period, after this tour were examined.

Keywords: Galatasaray, Tour, Ottoman Empire, Football,
Europe, Match.

Oz

Turneler ile yurt disinda tilkeyi ya da bir milleti temsil etme
futbolun en erken donemlerinden beri vardir. 1921 yilinda
Galatasaray Futbol Kuliibii Avrupa'ya bir turne hazirligina
girmeden evvel Osmanl Imparatorlugunda dort adet futbol
takimi ti¢ turneye ¢cikmistir. 1921'de Galatasaray'in ¢iktigi
Avrupa turu kapsami ve beraberinde getirdigi tartigmalar ile
onciillerinden ¢ok daha etkili bir turne olmustur. Bu turne
dahilinde Isvigre, Almanya, Cekoslovakya ve Macaristan
gibi iilkeler ziyaret edilip ¢esitli futbol maglar1 yapilmistir.
Turnenin hazirliklar1 esnasinda ve turne sirasinda Tiirk
milletinin temsiliyeti ve tura ¢ikacak takimin futboldaki
muvaffakiyeti gibi hususlarda gesitli tartismalar ¢ikmis ve
bu turda basarili olunup olunmayacag: ile alakali pek ¢ok
tartisma yuritilmistiir. Turne esnasinda ve turne sonunda
iki bash tartigmalar ve gozlemlemeler ortaya ¢ikmis,
Avrupa'da ve Osmanli Imparatorlugunda bu turne ve bu
turne dahilinde yapilan maglar ¢ok farkli beklentiler ve
yaklagimlar ile anlatilmistir. Bu c¢alisma dahilinde
Galatasaray'm 1921 yilindaki Avrupa Turnesi &ncesinde
gergeklesen turneler anlatilmig, 1921 Avrupa Turnesi
detayli sekilde incelenmis, ve bu Tiirk sportif imaj1 ve Tiirk
milletinin  temsiliyeti  sorunlarma  etkisini, Avrupa
medyasina yansiyan Tirk imajimni ve bu turne sonrasinda
Erken Cumhuriyet Dénemi'ni de kapsayacak Tiirk Sporu ve
Tiirk Futbolundaki degisimlere ve reformlara olan etkileri
incelenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Galatasaray, Futbol, Turne, Avrupa,
Osmanli imparatorlugu.
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Introduction

The Late Ottoman Empire Period was characterised by the great wars and land losses experienced within
the Empire, the changing socio-political atmosphere in the world, various demands from various groups of
society, and radical reforms that were implemented with the effects of all these events. The Ottoman sports
world also experienced a development in which various Western-style sports started within these change
processes. These new sports developed individually, such as archery and wrestling, which were played
in the Ottoman Empire in previous centuries. Western-style sports in the Ottoman Empire started with
integrating physical education into school curriculums and developed by introducing indoor and outdoor
sports by foreigners. These developments attracted the masses in the Empire, and the acceleration of the
new athletes and spectators took place with the participation of non-Muslim and Muslim subjects within
the Empire. The important port cities of the Empire witnessed the beginning of modern sports. Sports such
as rugby, cricket, and lawn tennis began to be played mainly in the British quarters in the port cities of the
Empire from the 1880s onwards. Although football was not played as early as the sports mentioned above
and was treated as a cooldown after rugby matches, it later became the most popular sport in the Empire
and attracted many people to the sports fields as spectators and athletes.

With the spread of football around the Empire, to be effective due to its low cost and simple rules, many
football clubs began to be established to represent various communities within the Empire. Over time, due
to the increasing popularity of both the sport and themselves, many different missions were attributed to
some football clubs by their spectators or communities, even if they contradicted the missions in the clubs’
regulations. These missions, based on ethnic and religious identities, caused some football clubs to play the
role of the representative of their religion or the community in the city they were located in on the sports
fields. In this process of identity representation, these football clubs took various initiatives to prove their
superiority and represent their identity in the best way. The initiatives realised within the scope of these
missions are as follows: The beginning of local competitions in cities, the shaping of the structures of
football clubs according to the identity they wanted to represent, the establishment of football associations
in the cities by various football clubs, the organisation of events such as annual games to interact with the
community they represented, and the establishment of various tournament-league organisations in different
cities due to the influence of intra-city competitions. All these initiatives allowed the football teams to con-
tinue their existence, shape their organisation, increase their memberships, and consolidate their power in
their community. However, when it came to international representation, the touring of the football clubs
was essential.

The Tours of the Football Clubs

The tours of the football club have similarities with a nation’s podium at international fairs. In these tours,
a country’s team travels to various countries and is seen as part of their country. During these international
tours, teams visit cities in different countries and play matches against the local teams during their visit.
During these trips, there are many different approaches between the country the team comes from and the
countries they visit. From the players’ appearance and manners to their playing style, the public, media,
and football enthusiasts analyse all the details about the away team and the tour organisations. Although the
touring teams and the countries they visit have slight differences, all these tours have significant similari-
ties. The tour reporting starts way before the touring team arrives.' The press intended to analyse the away
team’s preparations and matches. Most of the time, the touring team was recognised as the representatives
of their nation, and their defining features on the pitch were explained by reflecting their national character-
istics. For this reason, going on tour with a mixed team formed not with the squad of a single club but with
reinforcements from other teams was the more popular option. By analysing these features, the sports au-
thorities determined they could observe a nation’s progress or regress. Because of this, outperforming their
rival and leaving victorious become crucial for the players. If the team left a match victorious, the players

1 “die Tiirken in Hannover”, Hannoverscher Kurier, July 7, 1921.
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were treated with respect in their nation. The press writes many compliments to the team and the players,
and this victory becomes evidence that a nation’s superiority is proven. However, after any other failure of
the touring team, the team faced harsh criticism with a condescending and angry tone from their nation’s
media and the nation’s media they visited. Media and sports enthusiasts focus on these defeats and try to
make sense of these failures by putting forward various excuses. In addition, a certain amount of effort can
be observed when looking for positive points. Although the superior performance, despite the score, is not
ignored and is seen as worthy of note, the focus is usually on the reasons for the failure. After this reasoning,
various ideas were put forward to overcome this failure, and the discussions on the tour ended with the hope
that they would be more successful next time.

The Previous Tours of the Football Clubs in the Ottoman Empire Before 1921

There are several examples of other football tours by the Ottoman teams before Galatasaray’s 1921 Europe-
an Tour. Due to the earlier stages of Ottoman football and the active trafficin the railways and ports, football
clubs in the Ottoman Empire took on the role of local teams hosting teams that came to tour rather than
teams that went to tour. This also contributed to the fact that football clubs in the Empire were not generally
unfamiliar with the tour concept. Before 1921, only four football teams went abroad in the Ottoman Empire
to play various football matches. These tours differ in terms of their purposes and games. The three tours in
1906, 1911, and 1914 differ in terms of purposes, the functioning of the processes, and the results. Unlike
Galatasaray’s 1921 European tour, these were much smaller and different football tours.

When we look at the participation of Omilos Filomouson and the Smyrna mixed team in the 1906 Inter-
calated Games in Athens, we encounter the existence of an international games’ organisation. The modern
Olympic Games began in 1896, and the first host city was Athens. It was decided that the games would be
held every four years from that date. It was also decided that another game would be held in Athens again
because 1906 was the tenth anniversary of the start of the Modern Olympic Games.? In the meantime, the
Hellenic Athletics Federation’s call for Greek athletes from home and abroad was answered by Smyrna
and Thessaloniki, and many athletes from the Ottoman Empire went to Athens to participate in the games.
A mixed team of Smyrna was to represent the city in the football tournament, consisting of Greeks, Ar-
menians, and English from the city.? In addition, the team that participated from Thessaloniki was Omilos
Filomouson. Omilos, a team founded by Greeks from the city, had reinforced their team with players from
other teams in the city while going to the games. These extra players came from teams founded by Jews and
Greeks from the city, such as Union Sportive and Audax.*

The primary aim of the teams was to represent the Greek nation in Smyrna and Thessaloniki and their sports
development. The fact that the various teams formed were mainly composed of Greeks was effective in
the emergence of these aims. The 1906 Intercalated Games football competitions were organised with the
participation of these teams. The Thessaloniki team finished the tournament in third place, and the Smyrna
team took second place. The Smyrna team could only defeat Omilos in their second match. Omilos lost
both matches they played. However, the main point of the whole game was encouraging participation rather
than winning or losing. Although the Smyrna team could not achieve the expected successes, they had a
belief that their struggle with the nations that dominated them on the football pitch would contribute to their
sports development.’ The fact that the film recordings of the games were shown in cinemas in Smyrna in
the following days also stressed the importance of this tour in the city. The tour gave the Greeks outside the
Hellenic Kingdom the opportunity to demonstrate the progress of their nation in the sports field.

2 Nikola Minov and Vojislav Sarakinski, “Football in Ottoman Macedonia,” Ucmopuja / Journal of History 56, no. 1-2, 2021,
pp- 215.

3 Andreas Baltas, 1890-1922 Arast [zmir de Faaliyet Gosteren Rum Spor Kuliipleri, trans. Hamit Sakalli, Yakin Kitabevi, Izmir
2021, p.109.

4 Minov and Sarakinski, “Football in Ottoman Macedonia,” p. 215.

5 Baltas, Rum Spor Kuliipleri, p. 109.
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Galatasaray’s tour of Austria-Hungary and Romania in 1911 started as a return visit. When we examine
the 7anin newspaper from April 18 1921, we see that Kolozsvari Vasutas Sports Club (today’s CFR Cluj,
Romania), coming from Kolozsvar (today’s Cluj-Napoca) in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, came to Is-
tanbul in April 1911 and played matches with Galatasaray and the Istanbul Mixed team in the city.® In
September 1911, the Galatasaray team went to Austria-Hungary and Romania and played four matches,
two in Kolozsvar and one in Budapest and Bucharest.” Galatasaray won one of the games and lost three.
This tour was relatively short, and its purpose was to make a return visit. Although the team on the tour
mainly consisted of Galatasaray players, the team was strengthened by taking one or two players from other
teams. This was a typical representative responsibility seen in the following tours. In these tours, where the
representation of the nation was at stake, arguments about football fanatism were put aside, and providing
players and financial support to support the team organising the tour began to be considered a national duty.
After the end of the tour, detailed explanations were given about the matches, especially the victory against
the Bucharest Mixed team.® In addition, the critical approaches that occurred during this tour, within the
framework of nationality and discipline, showed similarities with the criticisms of Ali Seydi after the Bal-
kan Wars.’ In particular, the article of one of the founders of Galatasaray, Ali Sami Bey, about the defeats in
Hungary and the criticisms he made in this article can be given as the most prominent example.'’

Ali Seydi made some criticism after the Balkan Wars, and in his studies, he argued that the reason for the
defeats in the Balkan Wars was the lack of physical strength of the Ottoman soldiers.!" His critics were
beyond the military side of the defeat. According to Ali Seydi, the sense of duty in the Ottoman army
began to disappear because of the weakened physical strength of the Ottoman Nation.'>? While Ali Seydi
emphasised the need to strengthen the “Ottoman Body” to create a sense of duty through physical training,
Ali Sami Bey expressed the importance of national emotions and morality on the football field. For Ali
Sami, Galatasaray’s failure on the trip of 1911 caused physical and tactical incapability, a lack of emotions
towards their nation, and a lack of morality among football players.'”> When we look at these two critics,
we see both complete each other. The players’ mental discipline and emotional responsibilities towards
their nations began to be seen as important as the physical training of the players. Moreover, we see that in
addition to physical development expectations from football players, intellectual and mental development
are also being expected, and demands for multi-speciality athletes are beginning to emerge.

Fenerbahge’s 1914 Tour of Russia was the last tour of the Ottoman teams before 1921. After the 1913-14 Is-
tanbul Football League ended, the current champions, Fenerbahge, organised a football tour to the Russian
Empire. Fenerbahge acquired extra players from other teams with their official approval during this tour.'
Anadolu Football Club’s board allowed players to join Fenerbahge’s Russia squad.'® Two of their players
joined Fenerbahge for this tour, and the team went on it. The tour consisted of two cities and five games. The
first three matches were played in Odesa, and the last two were played in Nikolayev (today’s Mykolaiv).
Fenerbahge’s tour can be considered very successful when it comes to results.

Three wins, one draw, and one loss was a remarkable success for Fenerbahge. The locals cherished the play-
ers’ performances. Also, there were signs of the changing image of the “Turk.” The Russian media named
the touring team “the Young Turks” by emphasising the image change from the “barbarian Turks with East-

“Kadikoy’deki Miisabakalar”, Tanin, April 18, 1911.

7 Mehmet Yiice, Osmanli Melekleri: Futbol Tarihimizin Kadim Devreleri: Tiirkiye Futbol Tarihi - Birinci Cilt, Tletisim, Istanbul
2014, p. 226.

8 Mehmet Ali Oral, Tiirkiye Futbol Tarihi, Sulhi Garan Matbaast, Istanbul 1954, quoted in Mehmet Yiice, Istanbul Spor Kuliipleri
Tarihi -2, Istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi Publications, Istanbul 2021, p. 49-51.

9 Melis Hafez, Tembelligin Icadr — Ge¢ Osmanli’da Verimlilik Kiiltiirii, trans. Dara Elhiiseyni, Fol Kitap, Istanbul 2023, p. 265.

10 Idman, June 1, 1913, quoted in Yiice, Osmanl Melekleri, p. 226.

11 Hafez, Tembelligin Icads, p. 265.

12 Ibid.

13 Idman, June 1, 1913, quoted in Yiice, Osmanli Melekleri, p. 224-225.

14 Niizhet, “Fenerbah¢e Kuliibiiniin Odessa Hatirat1”, Spor Alemi, June 17, 1920.

15 Yiice, Istanbul Spor Kuliipleri Tarihi -2-, p. 208.
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ern clothing to the representative of the novel practitioners of Western ideas and practices.”'® The Turkish
football players wearing modern clothing in a modern sport affected the Russians’ perception of the Turks.
On the other hand, the tour had some flaws. The planning process was nothing but chaos. Arbitrary calendar
changes and the harsh conditions in the steamboats worsened the conditions of the footballers. The visit to
Nikolayev was not planned, and this affected their budget. Because of the food and shaky conditions, some
footballers got sick and tired in steamboats. Despite these pros and cons, the tour’s interesting point was
the players’ criticism. Although they experienced a relatively successful tour, in the memoirs of Niizhet
Bey, one of the players from the squad, Fenerbahge’s players’ unprofessional behaviours were criticised.
He argued that Odessa offered them a European lifestyle that the players’ had never experienced before,
and because of this, the players were distracted by this European life and left their professional attitudes.!”
The walks around the city day and night, spending too much time on entertainment, and spending time with
Russian women caused the focus to shift from football to the players’ pleasure.'® Players started to skip
training and their sleep routine, and because of these reasons, the team did not fulfil their capacity in these
games. The criticism made by Niizhet Bey was a sign that football players were becoming aware of specific
rules they should obey and of their expected behaviours. Although the players were successful and achieved
victories on this tour, they began to realise their defects in other areas.

These three tours had limited effects regarding their duration and scope. On the other hand, Galatasaray’s
European tour in 1921 was much more important and effective due to the number of matches played, the
number of cities and countries visited, the duration of the tour and its coverage in the media, the discussions
that started afterwards, the change in the approach to the Turkish image in Europe and its effect on the body
policies that would be developed in the following years.

Galatasaray and Football in Istanbul before the Tour

Istanbul football had gone through tough times by 1921. Istanbul football, which had been damaged during
World War I, had entered a recovery period with the relatively peaceful city life in the 1920s. The end of the
war started to prevent the loss of players, which was a positive development for football clubs. In addition,
the number of matches against the occupation forces and football organisations in the city had increased
considerably, and thanks to this, non-Muslim and Turkish clubs in the city were trying to survive the occu-
pation by earning income from these matches. When we look at the organisations in the city, we see a more
negative picture. Although the Friday League, which became the main league of Istanbul, continued unin-
terruptedly even during the war conditions, the matches were cancelled in 1920 because the Union Club, the
city’s most advanced sports complex, became unplayable due to excessive rain and lack of maintenance."
In addition, the established New League and Sunday League had to cancel their matches, and only the New
League could continue its matches in Taksim and ended the season.?’ However, the leagues were completed
the following season, and all three were completed. This time, a problem arose: the stadium did not meet the
needs of three different leagues.?! The Union Club’s monopoly over the leagues started to be doubted, and
their status caused them to be in constant dispute with the football clubs in the city, which led to a period of
stagnation in Istanbul football. Moreover, discussions about federation continued among the teams in the
city. The Armenians already had a sports federation.?> Also, the Jewish Maccabi sports club was operating
in a federation format. Many different discussions were going on within the framework of this federation.
These best represent the organisational inadequacy and chaos that Istanbul football was in.

16 Niizhet, “Fenerbah¢e Kuliibiiniin Odessa Hatirat1”, Spor Alemi, June 17, 1920.

17 Ibid.

18 Niizhet, “Fenerbahg¢e Kuliibiiniin Odessa Hatirat1”, Spor Alemi, June 17, 1920.

19 “Celebizade Said Tevfik, “Futbol Tenkitleri: Galatasaray — Fenerbahge: ittihat Spor Kuliibii’niin Pek Elim Bir Manzaras1”,
Spor Alemi, January 15, 1920; Ekrem Vassaf, and Burhanettin, “Futbol Miisabakalarinin Tehiri”, Alemdar, January 9, 1920.

20 “Yeni Kiime Sampiyonlugu”, Spor Alemi, July 1, 1920.

21 “Spor Meydanlar1 Hakkinda”, Spor Alemi, July 1921.

22 Hayk Demoyan, Armenian Sports and Athletics in the Ottoman Empire, Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute, Yerevan 2015,
p- 187.
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Galatasaray, as one of the three major teams in the city, had overcome its problems right before the 1921
European tour. Unlike the other two major teams, Altinordu and Fenerbahge, Galatasaray had entered a
significant decline during the war years. Galatasaray had to compete with very young players or weak
squads of sailors working on foreign ships due to the players they lost during the war.?* Against Altinordu,
who added their rivals’ players to their squad with the government’s help, and Fenerbahge, the biggest
rival of Altinordu at that time, Galatasaray fell behind in the competition. Galatasaray, who showed signs
of recovery at the beginning of the occupation, became the second-best team in the city after Fenerbahge
during the end of the 1920-21 season of the Friday League by beating teams like Altinordu, Siileymaniye,
Anadolu etc.*

Galatasaray’s European Tour of 1921

Although the news about the development period of the European tour in the fall of 1921 began to appear
in the sports media in Istanbul as early as the spring of 1921, the tour’s preparations started about a year
earlier. The preparations for this initiative, which was mentioned in the fall of 1920, were carried out under
the leadership of Yusuf Ziya (Onis), one of the important names of the Galatasaray Club.? The work in-
cluded obtaining passports, determining the countries where matches would be played, drawing up a route,
and selecting the squads. The trip was mentioned in the April issue of the Spor Alemi newspaper. A German
newspaper reported the news, which focused on the possibility that Galatasaray would tour Europe and
that they might stop by Berlin during this tour.”® Although the team was mainly composed of Galatasaray
players, it was also reinforced with players from Fenerbahce and the Union Club football team. There were
still some disagreements about the planning.

Many different discussions were initiated. The August 1921 issue of Spor Alemi brought these discus-
sions to their headline. The two most important critiques were the France tour that Union Club, which
refused to provide players to Galatasaray’s tour team, tried to organise independently, and the deficiencies
in Galatasaray’s tour.?” The first one doubted the relations of the Ottoman Empire with the countries to be
visited and then questioned the possible problems that would occur due to the absence of an official from
the Empire in the countries to be visited.?® Public opinion had many different questions about the state of
boycotting the Central Powers and the inclusion of the Ottoman Empire in it, the strength of the team that
would go on the tour, and the sufficiency of the players and members of the delegations that would go on the
tour in terms of representing the Turks and these questions were also included in this article.?” There were
low expectations from the tour for the following reasons: deficiencies in preparation, planning, timing, lim-
ited budget, etc. For this reason, a belief that the Turkish nation would be under-represented and incorrectly
began to occur. It can be considered reasonable for many sports-related people to be critical and meticulous
about such issues due to sports competitions that are important in representing the nation. The teams in the
tours were more than just a group of athletes; they were a cultural fair that brought with them the clothing,
behaviours, and habits of that nation and the situations it was in at that time. Speaking of representation,
another criticism arose from a team’s capacity to represent the nation. The Union Club was already seen
as quite unsympathetic by Istanbul sports media and sportspeople because it was newly established, had
players from different teams, and was the team of the city’s most important sports complex.*® The fact that

23 Refik Osman, “Futbol Aleminde On Sekizinci Sene, IV. Kisim”, Gol Spor, April 10, 1926, quoted in Mehmet Yiice, Esir
Sehirde Spor, Istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi Publications, Istanbul 2020, p. 83.

24 Galatasaray finished that season in second place.

25 Yusuf Ziya, “Galatasaray’in ikinci Avrupa Seyahati”, Tirkiye Idman Mecmuast, December 27, 1924, quoted in Yiice, Esir
Sehirde Spor, p. 238.

26 “Galatasaray Kuliibii’niin Seyahati”, Spor Alemi, April 1921.

27 “Galatasaray Takiminin Avrupa Seyahati Miinasebetiyle”, Spor Alemi, August 1921.

28 Tbid.

29 TIbid.

30 “Ote, Beri...”, Spor Alemi, November 29, 1921.
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the Union Club did not send players to Galatasaray for the tour and tried to organise a tour in France has
drawn much criticism. The most common argument is that, unlike Galatasaray, the Union Club is a newly
established team, so they are not seen as sufficient to represent the Turkish nation.

During planning, news of Galatasaray’s matches was published in the cities that would go on the tour in
advance. The beginning of the tour and the final program were explained on September 8, 1921, in the issue
of Spor Alemi. There was a plan to play football matches in 17 cities during this two-and-a-half-month
tour.3! The team, travelling to Europe via Malta on Italian ferries, planned to play matches in Switzerland,
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Austria, and Italy. Newspapers compared this new tour with the tour in 1911,
and questions were asked about how this tour could be completed with a lower budget. To deal with the
budget issues, Galatasaray managers, especially Yusuf Ziya Bey, convinced Mehmet Abdiilhalim Efendi,
one of the Ottoman Princes, to fund Galatasaray’s European tour by offering 200 Ottoman Liras.** Also,
Galatasaray demanded that European home teams compensate their travel expenses.** Some teams were not
able to pay Galatasaray’s travel expenses, and this caused some changes in the tour schedule.

The planning process of the tour was not only discussed in the Ottoman Empire. The newspaper Han-
noverscher Kurier briefly introduced the Galatasaray team that would arrive in their July issue and listed
the cities that Galatasaray would visit and the matches they would play.** This process of introducing the
team continued throughout the tour, and Galatasaray’s visits were always a subject of discussion. The club’s
connection to the high school, which had the same name and a student staff, was emphasised. In addition, in
some news reports, words such as the Turks and the champions of the Orient were used instead of the team’s
name. It is clearly understood from both the foreign press and the Ottoman press that Galatasaray was the
representative of not only itself but also the Turks during this tour. The Galatasaray team, which received
their passports from a commission of officers from the occupation forces, started their European tour by fer-
ry via Malta.*® There was disorganisation throughout the tour. The tour schedule and the cities to be visited
changed frequently. Cities planned to be visited, such as Zurich, Munich, Berlin, and Vienna, could not be
visited. In addition, matches were played in some cities not specified in the calendar, and matches started
to be played in cities such as Peine, Budapest, and Saarbriicken. The passports’ expiration caused these
changes in the tour, invitations received during the tour, efforts to fill the places of the cancelled matches,
and the preference for cities with easier transportation due to the railways. Economic priorities were quite
effective in shaping this tour. Since this tour was also seen as a trip, some important cities were visited, and
some symbolic gifts were received from those cities. A signed photograph of German Marshal Hindenburg
was presented to Galatasaray by Marshall himself after the match in Hannover, and the team visited Hin-
denburg in a villa beforehand.*®

The theme during this tour was the mystery surrounding the Turkish identity. There is a lack of information
about this team from the East in many newspapers. To fill this lack of information about Turkish football
and the relationship of Turks with sports, many newspapers felt the need to provide information about
Galatasaray and Turkish football while reporting match news. This sense of curiosity generally caused the
stands to be filled in all the countries they visited. In the September 14 Rheinische Volkswacht newspaper,
a detailed history of Turkish football and Galatasaray football club was given, along with the news of the
match that Galatasaray would play in Ludwigshafen.’” For this reason, the concerns about representation in

31 “Galatasaray Takimi Avrupa’da”, Spor Alemi, September 8, 1921.

32 Mehmet Senol, Ates’in Giinesi: Galatasaray 'da ve Siyasi Elitte Béliinme, Iletisim Publications, Istanbul 2025, p. 28.
33 “Onciilerin Cilesi,” Galatasaray, Vol.5, November 2002, pp.124-130.

34 “Der Galata-Serai-Fussballclub Konstantinopel”, Hannoverscher Kurier, July 24, 1921.

35 Yiice, Esir Sehirde Spor, p. 240.

36 “Die Tiirken bei Hindenburg”, Hannoverscher Kurier, September 25, 1921.

37 “In Erwartung der Tiirken”, Rheinische Volkswacht, September 14, 1921.
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Turkish sports media were consistent, and an interest in Turkish sports and history emerged in Europe during
this tour because of the curiosity aroused by the team from abroad. In addition, it is possible to see that the
development of Galatasaray and Turkish Football was examined in detail in the matches throughout the
tour and interpreted differently in each country and city. Galatasaray played 17 matches during this tour
and had three wins, three draws, and eleven defeats in these matches.®® There were different
interpretations regarding the results and performances of this tour, which was seen as relatively
unsuccessful, and other perspectives from various countries towards Galatasaray’s performance. The
Swiss press’s interest in Turkish football turned into disappointment after the matches
played in Lausanne and Servette. According to another example from the Swiss media, the columns
were filled with disappointed articles about Galatasaray after the tremendous victories of
Servette and Lausanne and with statements that Galatasaray was a team at a level that could
only compete in the second division if they played in Switzerland.” Significant differences exist-
ed between the Swiss criticism and the Germans’ approach to Galatasaray’s matches. Although
Galatasaray won all three matches in Germany, it still suffered many defeats. However, the
Germans focused on the team and player performances rather than the match scores in their
broadcasts. The German press stated that they developed ideas about Turkish Football in many
matches related to Galatasaray. Significant differ-ences existed between the Swiss criticism and the
Germans’ pragmatism in Galatasaray’s matches. There were many football news articles in this
pragmatic view in the German media. The Badische Presse news dated September 5, 1921, stated
that the Turks were no strangers to football and were technically superior to their opponents.*
Galatasaray’s game was described as first class in the Rheinische Volkswacht news dated
September 10, 1921.*! Galatasaray’s technical abilities were praised in the Mannheimer General-
An-zeiger of September 15, 1921.*> In the Kolnische Zeitung news dated September 19, 1921,
it was stated that Galatasaray’s tactical flexibility, instead of sticking to a single tactic after their
victory in Cologne, was at a modern football level for the Turks.® In the Hannoverscher
Kurier news dated September 26, Galatasaray was praised for their defensive play in the Peine
match despite playing with an inadequate squad, as they maintained a draw.* In the Dresdner Nachrichten
news dated October 2, 1921, there was also praise from a more moral point of view, as Galatasaray
showed performances by fair play.* We can say that in many such news stories, the Germans classified
Galatasaray as being at the level of modern football, and therefore, an opinion was formed that the
Ottoman Empire had advanced football. It is also possible to claim from all these comments, which
come independently of the scores, that Galatasaray was not behind European football of the period.

Contrary to such news, there was also negative news about Galatasaray in Germany. In the news of Duis-
burger General Anzeiger, dated October 3, 1921, it was stated that Galatasaray, who faced
Nuremberg, was defeated as expected and could not perform at the same level as the
champion Nuremberg.*® There are also some examples where newspapers reduced the importance given
to the news in the event of heavy defeats of Galatasaray and were content with only stating the score.
In addition, a player named Bekir from Galatasaray’s squad was taken by the Phoenix team in
Karlsruhe and played football in Germany for many years.” The Ottoman football produced
qualified players capable of playing abroad. Also, while leaving Germany, the German media thanked
Galatasaray in the October 25, 1921, issue of Echo der Gegenwart, and Galatasaray thanked the Germans
for their hospitality during this tour.*®

38 Ali Sami, “Futbolcularimizin Avrupa’ya Son Seyahatleri Hakkinda Bir Kag S6z”, Spor Alemi, November 15, 1921.

39 “Servette bat Galata 10 & 0”, La Tribune de Geneva, September 4, 1921.

40 “Das Tiirkenpiel in Karlsruhe: F. C. Phonix-Karlsruhe -F. C. Serai Galata-Konstantinopel 1:0”, Badische Presse, September 5, 1921.

41 “Der FuBballmeister der Tiirkei in K6In”, Rheinische Volkswacht, September 10, 1921.

42 “Fufball: H. Ludwigshafener F.C. “Phonix” Ludwigshafen-Galata Serai Fufiball-Club Konstantinopel 1:1”, Mannheimer
General Anzeiger, September 15, 1921.

43 “Der tlirkische FuBlballmeister in Kdln”, Kélnische Zeitung, September 19, 1921.

44 “Die Tiirken in Peine”, Hannoverscher Kurier, September 26, 1921.
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48 “Abseits” Echo der Gegenwart, October 25, 1921.
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The Turkish sports media continued its highly critical publications during and after the tour. Ali Sami, the
founder of Galatasaray, sent an article to Spor lemi on November 15, 1921, and in this article, he listed his
general opinions about this tour. Ali Sami highlighted the problems in the team’s management as the biggest
reason for the defeats. In addition, he listed reasons such as the busy schedule, frequent changes of players,
injuries, and Bekir’s departure from the team after Karlsruhe.* In addition, contrary to the publications in
Germany, Ali Sami revealed that Turkish footballers seemed to be underdeveloped in terms of physical ca-
pability, that there were no significant differences in terms of individual talents, and that these deficiencies
were usually compensated for by excessive sacrifices on the field, and that the lack of a coach had a signif-
icant impact.*® In addition, some impressions from matches in Europe were quoted, and the readers were
told how surprised the audience was when Turkish football players took to the field in a manner no different
from their European counterparts.! While Turks wearing fezzes and shalwar were expected to appear at the
match in Prague, the surprise that the Turks came onto the field in their modern uniforms despite the heavy
defeat created in the crowd was also reported in these news reports.>?

Conclusion

The 1921 Galatasaray tour was a significantturning point in representing Turkish identity in Europe through
sports. The problems experienced during the tour organisation caused the acceleration of the efforts for the
foundation of the federation. During this comprehensive tour, Turkish football was represented in Europe,
and many teams observed the talents and development of Turkish athletes. The development of Turkish
football was appreciated. Following the discussions around this representation issue, efforts to represent
the nation, which would lead to establishing a National Team, also began. In addition, the importance of
participation in international sports organisations would become even more apparent after this tour. The
creation of public opinion on the necessary arrangements and preparations to be able to participate in the
Olympics in 1924, which we could not participate in as a country before, and the appointment of Ali Sami,
who was also in the 1921 European tour, at the head of the preparations later shows us the impact of this
tour on these developments.’® However, with the effect of the body policy of the Early Republican Period,
the policy aimed at the physical development and capability of the citizens of Turkey through training and
sport, football lost its priority in the eyes of the state due to the negative comments in the European Match-
es and the competition that prevents physical development. Due to the danger of division caused by the
stiff competition among the football clubs and the fans, a relentless war began between football, the most
popular and highly competitive, and the new policymakers, who desired the unification and development
of the masses, on body policies. The new body policies that started as national development were shaped
by the military priorities of the period, and the popularisation of very different sports, unlike football, was
taken as a basis.> In the past, sports clubs, which were encouraged through various associations, would
be diversified by ensuring their participation in different sports branches in the following years. In the
cultural war launched against football, the government would apply for various incentives, such as prize
tournaments, with plans coming directly from the centre to make many sports attractive to athletes.* It is
possible to consider this tour of Galatasaray as one of the essential steps in forming the characteristics of
being a representative in Europe that would be formed in the following years. When we look at it in terms

49 Ali Sami, “Futbolcularimizin Avrupa’ya Son Seyahatleri Hakkinda Birkag S6z,” Spor Alemi, September 15, 1921.

50 Ibid.

51 “Galatasaraylilar Avrupa’da,” Spor Alemi, November 1, 1921.

52 Ibid.

53 Sehzade Omer Faruk Efendi, “Spor ve Gaye,” Spor Alemi, December 28, 1921.

54 Yigit Akm, “Giirbiiz ve Yavuz Eviatlar” Erken Cumhuriyet 'te Beden Terbiyesi ve Spor, {letisim Publications, Istanbul 2019, p. 154.

55 Sevecen Tung, Trabzon’'da Futbolun Toplumsal Tarihi: Mektepliler, Miinevverler, Merakiilar, Iletisim Publications, Istanbul
2011, p. 71.
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of the triggering of all these developments and the different perspectives it brought forth in terms of the
representation of Turkish identity in Europe through sports, Galatasaray’s 1921 European Tour is one of the
sports events that played the most important role in determining the body and sports policies developed in
the transition from the Ottoman Empire to the Republic of Turkey.
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Cumhuriyet Senatosu'nda Genglik ve Spor Bakanliginin Kurulusuna
Kadar Spor Toto Hakkindaki Tartigsmalar

Discussions About Sports Toto in The Republic Senate Until The Establishment of
The Ministry of Youth and Sports

Eminalp MALKOC .

Istanbul Teknik Universitesi, malkocem@itu.edu.tr ARA

Oz

1961 Anayasasi, yasamayl Millet Meclisi ve Cumhuriyet
Senatosu olmak tizere iki kanatli olarak ele almistir.
Hiikiimeti denetleme agisindan Millet Meclisi’ni, Millet
Meclisinde goriisiiliip kabul edilen yasa ve anayasa
degisikligi metinlerini onaylamasi bakimindansa, 1980’e
kadar varligini siirdiirecek, Cumhuriyet Senatosu’nu 6n
plana c¢ikarmistir. Cumbhuriyet Senatosu’nda Beden
Terbiyesi Genel Midirliginin biitge goriismeleri
sirasinda Tiirkiye’de spor yonetimi, tesislesme ve kaynak
gibi bir¢ok farkli konu tartigilmistir. Tartigmalarin 6nemli
bir bolimi sporun gelisimi icin kaynak saglanmasi
tizerinedir. Bu kaynaklarin basinda Spor Toto kurumu
gelmektedir.  Amatdrliikten — profesyonellige  gecis
tartismalarinin  yeni son buldugu Tirkiye’de sporun
ihtiya¢ duydugu finansman kaynagi olarak sans oyunlari
yeni bir alan oldu. Sans oyunlar1 ile spor faaliyetleri
arasindaki diizenleyici devlet mekanizmasi olarak Spor
Toto idaresinin kurulmasi doniim noktalarindan biridir.
Cumbhuriyet Senatosunda bu donemki tartigsmalarin agirlik
noktasini da bu konu olusturdu. Bu caligma, Spor Toto
Idaresi’nin Beden Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigiiniin biitce
goriigsmelerinde nasil ele alindigini inceleyerek devletin
Spor Toto idaresine nasil bir rol bi¢tigini ve bu kurumun
Tiirk sporu i¢in dnemini ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cumhuriyet Senatosu, Beden
Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigii, Spor Toto, Tiirk Sporu.

Abstract

The 1961 Constitution established a bicameral
legislative system comprising the National Assembly
and the Senate of the Republic. The National Assembly
was responsible for monitoring the government, while
the Senate of the Republic approved the texts of laws
and constitutional amendments discussed and accepted
in the National Assembly. The Senate of the Republic
continued to exist until 1980. During the budget debates
on the General Directorate of Physical Education in the
Senate of the Republic, various issues were discussed,
including sports management in Turkey, facilities, and
resources. In  Turkey, where discussions on
transitioning from amateurism to professionalism have
recently concluded, betting has emerged as a new
source of funding for sports. The establishment of the
Spor Toto Administration, a regulatory mechanism
linking betting and sports activities, was a
turning point. This issue also formed the focal
point of discussions in the Senate during this period.
This study examines how  the Spor  Toto
Administration =~ was addressed in the General
Directorate of Physical  Education's budget
negotiations. It reveals the role assigned to the
Spor Toto Administration by the state and the
importance of this institution for Turkish sports.

Keywords: Republic Senate, General Directorate of Physical
Education, Spor Toto, Turkish sports.
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Spor Orgiitlenmelerinin Biitcelerine Genel Bakis

Erken Cumhuriyet déneminde Tiirkiye’nin ilk merkezi spor orgiitii “Tiirkiye Idman Cemiyetleri
Ittifaki”nin ¢ekirdegini 1921°de kurulan “Idman Ittifaki Heyet-i Muvakkatesi” olusturmustur. Bu
teskilatlanmanin ardindan iki yillik calisma sonunda 22 Mayis 1922°de Tiirkiye Idman
Cemiyetle-ri Ittifaki kuruldu.! Cemiyetin 5-12 Eyliil 1924 tarihleri arasinda Ankara’da Tiirk
Ocagi binasinda diizenlenen” ilk kongresinde Reis-i Cumhur Mustafa Kemal Pasa, “Koruyucu
Baskan/Hami Reis” olarak secilmisti.’ Tiirkiye Idman Cemiyetleri Ittifaki'nin 1936°daki
sekizinci kongresinde cemi-yetin adi Tiirk Spor Kurumu olarak degistirilmis; kurum organik
olarak CHP’ye baglanmistir. Bu kararla CHP spor alaninda da tek yetkili yap1 haline gelmisti.*
Sporun ileri derecede siyasallagtigi-n1 goren Atatiirk’iin duruma miidahale etmesiyle 3530 say1li
Beden Terbiyesi Kanunu ¢ikarilarak, Basbakanliga bagli Beden Terbiyesi Genel Direktorliigii
kuruldu.’ ikinci Diinya Savasinin sartlar1 giderek agirlastirdigi 1942 yilinda, Beden Terbiyesi
Genel Midirliigii'nde (BTGM) yeni bir yapilanmaya gidilmistir. 29 Mayis 1942°de kabul
edilen 4235 sayili Kanun ile Bagbakanliga bagli olan bu kurum, Milli Egitim Bakanlig
biinyesine alinmigtir.®

Tiirkiye’deki spor orgilitlenmesinin bu gelisim siireci i¢inde 1923’te sayis1 827 olan kuliiplere ka-
yitli sporcu sayist 1933°te 10.450°ye 1938°te ise 27.601°e ulasmisti. Bu gelisimin bir yoniinii de
kuskusuz sporun finansmani olusturuyordu. Nitekim Genel Sekreter Peker, 5 Agustos 1933 tarih
ve 6/125 sayili genelgeyle; vilayetlerin zenginlik, genclik ve kalabalik bakimindan
simiflandirildi-gin1  ve bu siniflandirmaya gore vermeleri gereken paranin belirlendigini
hatirlatarak, iilkede sporu canlandirmanin, yasatmanin ve yiiceltmenin CHP’nin en 6nemli
yiikiimliliiklerinden biri oldugu-nu ve parti programinin hitkmii oldugunu ifade etmisti.’

1934 yilindan sonra CHP’nin 6neri ve tesvikleriyle belediyeler ve il 6zel idareleri de yerel
diizeyde spor faaliyetleri i¢in biitgelerinden 6denek ayirmaya baslamislardi. 1935°te yapilan CHP
Kurul-tayinda “Belediyeler Kanununa Ek Kanun” ile 11 Ozel Idarelerine spor alanlarini yapma
gorevi yliklenmisti. 1936 yilinda ise partinin ve devletin yetkili organlarinin uyarilar1 sonucunda
spor faaliyetleri i¢in belediyeler ve 0zel idareler tarafindan genis dlgiide yardim yapilmis olup
geemis yillarda az katki sunan iller de desteklerini artirmaya baslamistir. Bu c¢ercevede 1935
yilinda 6zel idareler 48.443 lira, belediyeler 29.147 lira destek saglamiglardi. Ayrica stadyum
yapilmasma yardim amaciyla 12.852 lira tahsis ederek spora yardim etmislerdi. Parti
merkezinden de ¢esitli yer-lerdeki spor sahalarina yardim niteliginde 13.750 lira yollanmigt1.®
Cemiyetin 1935’e kadar 30.000 ile 203.000 lira arasinda degisen yillik biitcelerinin 1936-1938
yillarinda sene basina 239.000 lira olarak sabitlendigi anlagilmaktadir.

1 Fatih Parlakyildiz, Muhammet Erat, “Atatiirk Dénemi Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi’nin Tiirkiye’de Sporun Teskilatlanmast I¢in
Yaptig1 Bazi Diizenlemeler ve Destekler”, Canakkale Arastirmalar: Tiirk Yilligi, S.35/2023, s.89. https://doi.org/10.17518/
canakkalearastirmalari.1329377.

2 Fevzi Cakmak, “Tiirkiye Idman Cemiyetleri ittifak (Tiirk Spor Kurumu)”, Atatiirk Ansiklopedisi, https:/
ataturkansiklopedisi.gov.tr/bilgi/turk-idman-cemiyetleri-turk-spor-kurumu Erigim: 3 Aralik 2024).

3 Parlakyildiz, Erat, agm, s.89.

4 Parlakyildiz, Erat, agm, s.92.

5 Parlakyildiz, Erat, agm, 5.93; Nadir Yurtoglu, “Ikinci Diinya Savasi Yillarinda Tiirkiye’de Beden Egitimi ve Spor
(1939-1945)”, Atatiirk Arastirma Merkezi Dergisi, S.105/2022 Bahar, s.188. https://doi.org/10.33419/aamd.1114152. Bu
donemde, ikinci Diinya Savasi’ni1 da igeren 1938-1945 araliginda Beden Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigiinii -Balkan Savaslari, 1.
Diinya Savasi ve Milli Miicadele’de gérev alan ve Biiyiik Taarruz ile Baskomutan Meydan Savasi’na kurmay binbasi olarak
katilan- Cemil Tahir Taner yiiriitmiistiir. Giirsoy Sahin, “Bir Savas Iki Kardes: Biiyiik Taarruzda Gérev Alan Kurmay Binbas1
Mustafa Semsettin (Taner) ve Kurmay Binbasi Cemil Tahir (Taner)’in Meslek Hayatlarindan Bazi Kesitler”, Afyon Kocatepe
Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, Cilt: 24, Say1: 100. Yilinda Kocatepe-Biiyiik Taarruz Ozel Sayis1, Kasim 2022, s.176-193.
https://doi.org/10.32709/akusosbil.1172353.

6 Yurtoglu, a.g.e., s.190.

7 Parlakyildiz, Erat, agm, s.91, 96.

8 Parlakyildiz, Erat, agm, s.91, 96.
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Donem Biit¢e (Lira)
1926 40.000
1927 33.000
1928 30.000
1930 100.000
1931 40.000
1932 50.000
1933 70.000
1934 80.000
1935 203.000
1936 239.000
1937 239.000
1938 239.000

Tablo 1: TICI ve Tiirk Spor Kurumu Biitgeleri.’

3530 sayil1 Beden Terbiyesi Kanunu ¢ergevesinde iilke genglerinin saglikli ve gii¢lii yetismesini
saglamak amaciyla hazirlanan program dogrultusunda, spor 6gretmenlerine ihtiya¢ duyuldugun-
dan Yiiksek Beden Terbiyesi Enstitiinlin kurulus ¢alismalarina hiz kazandirilmistir. Milli Egitim
Bakanligiyla yapilan anlagsma dogrultusunda enstitii yapilandirilincaya kadar Gazi Terbiye Ensti-
tiisii’nden faydalanilmasi 6ngoriilmiis ve 1940 yilinda 11 6grencinin BTGM adina egitim almasi
icin biitceye 6.000 liralik 6denek konulmustur. '

Ikinci Diinya Savasi’nin olumsuz sartlar1 ve finansman yetersizliginin had sathaya ulastigi 1944
yilinda, BTGM’ye 63 ilde 765.622 liras1 6zel idare, 650.318 liras1 da belediyelerden karsilanmak
lizere toplamda 1.415.940 liralik bir gelir temin edilmistir. Bu miktara genel biitceden 958.937 li-
ranin da eklenmesiyle BTGM nin 1944 yilindaki geliri 2.374.877 liraya yiikselmistir. 1945 yilina
gelindiginde spor etkinliklerinin yapilabilmesi amaciyla daha 6nceki yillarda oldugu gibi, bu yilda
da BTGM’ye genel biitceden 400.000 liralik 6denek tahsis edilmesi maksadiyla bir kanun tasari-
sinin hazirlandig1 gézlemlenmektedir. '

II. Diinya Savasi’nin ardindan 1960°lara uzanan siirecte BTGM ’nin biit¢esinin seyri hakkinda fikir
edinebilmek i¢in kurumun bu déonemdeki biit¢esini y1l bazinda degerlendirmek yeterli olacaktir.
Nitekim kurumun 1947°de biitcesi 922.000 lira'? iken 1961 yilina gelindiginde 5.254.000 liraya
ulagsmusgtir.?

Donem Biitce (Lira)
1949 1.013.004
1950 994.002
1951 859.769

9 Parlakyildiz, Erat, agm, 5.90.

10 Yurtoglu, a.g.m., s.185-186.

11 Yurtoglu, a.g.m., s.190; BCA, 30-18-1-2/108-36-4, Tarih: 19.06.1945. Yurtoglu, yazim yanlisiyla oldugu anlasilir sekilde, 400
lira kaydetmistir.

12 TC Resmi Gazete, 14 Aralik 1946/6480, s.11517-11518.

13 CSTD, C.2,B. 30,4.2.1962, S. Sayist: 4, 1962 Y1li Beden Terbiyesi G. M. Biitgesi, s.9.
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1952 941.679

1953 1.019.845
1954 1.132.000
1955 1.122.001
1956 1.929.161
1957 1.668.155
1958 1.924.498
1959 2.421.726
1960 5.223.281

Tablo 2: Yillara Gore Beden Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigii Biitgeleri.'

1960’11 yillarla birlikte Tiirkiye’deki spor yapilanmasi ve finansmani ic¢inde, yine bu dénemde
hayata gecirilen Spor-Toto Idaresi yer almistir. Hatta kisa siirede spor hayatmin nemli bir pargasi
haline gelmistir. Kuskusuz Spor-Toto Idaresi ve etkileri, Cumhuriyet Senatosu’nda ¢ogunlukla ve
yogun bir sekilde BTGM nin biit¢e goriismelerinde giindeme gelecektir.

Senato’da BTGM Biitceleri

26 Ekim 1961 tarihinde ilk toplantisiyla Cumhuriyet Senatosu’nun ¢aligmaya baslamasindan son-
ra Beden Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigii biitge goriismesi 4 Subat 1962 tarihinde yapilmistir.' Biitge,
federasyonlara ayrilan tahsisat1 50.000 lira artiran 6neriyle birlikte kabul edilmisti'®. Nihayet 1962
biitgesi, 5.448.930 lira olarak kanunlast1.'” 1963 goériismelerinde ilk sozii Adalet Partisi (AP) Gru-
bu adina Hilmi Onat almig, genel anlamda sporun gengler agisindan énemini degerlendirerek “25
yil once 300 kiisur milyon lira olan Tiirkiye biit¢esinin 600 den biri genglik ve spor teskilatina,
izcilik ve rekreatif faaliyetlere sarf edilmekte iken niifusumuzda 13 milyondu 1963 yili Tiirkiye sin-
de biit¢e 12 milyar 100 kiisur milyon ve Beden Terbiyesi Umum Miidiirliigii biitcesi 5 841 745 lira
bunu Tiirkiye biit¢esine nisbet edersek iki binde biri olur.” sozlerine bagvurmustu. Beden Egitimi
Kanunu’nun dénemin sartlarini karsilamadigini da agiklamalarina eklemisti.'® Yeni Tiirkiye Partisi
(YTP) Grubu adina da Mehmet Camlica goriis bildirmisti. Camlica, Beden Terbiyesi Genel Mii-
diirliigiiniin var olan biitgesi ile basarili olunamayacaginin altini gizerken,'® Trabzon tiyesi Sevket
Buladoglu ise “30 milyon niifuslu Tiirkiye 'nin Beden Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigii biitcesi hakika-
ten hazindir’®® degerlendirmesinde bulunmustu. Senatoda biit¢enin yetersizligi yoniinde yapilan
konusmalara ragmen biitce maddeleri oylanarak 75’e 27 oraniyla kabul edildi.?! Beden Terbiyesi
Genel Miidirliigii tarafindan 1963 yili i¢in istenilen tahsisat miktar1 genel olarak 5.841.745 lira idi
ve teskilatin biitgesinde onceki yila gore 392.816 lira artis saglanmigti.”

14 Bu tablodaki veriler Resmi Gazetede yaymlanan resmi rakamlara dayanilarak hazirlanmistit. 7C Resmi Gazete, 28 Subat
1949/7143, 5.15602-15604; 25 Subat 1950/7442, s.17835-17838; 28 Subat 1951/7746, 5.620-622; 29 Subat 1952/8047,
$.2907-2909; 3 Mart 1953/8350, 5.5750-5752; 2 Mart 1954/8647, s.8364-8366; 2 Mart 1955/8944, 5.11235-11237; 29 Subat
1956/9246, s.13684-13687; 28 Subat 1957/9547, 5.16529-16532; 3 Mart 1958/9848, 5.18828-18830; 28 Subat 1959/10147,
$.21109-21111; 3 Mart 1960/10447, s.843-846.

15 CSTD, C.2,B. 30,4.2.1962, 5.30-32.

16 CSTD,C.2,B.30,4.2.1962, 5.33-37,47.

17 TC Resmi Gazete, 26 Subat 1959/11045, s.6717-6720.

18 CSTD, C.8, B. 36, 1.2.1963, 5.510-512.

19 CSTD, C.8,B.36, 1.2.1963, s.515-517.

20 CSTD, C.8,B.36,1.2.1963, s.517-519.

21 CSTD, C.8,B.36, 1.2.1963, 5.524-528,592-594.

22 CSTD, C.8,B.36,1.2.1963, S. Sayist: 18, 1963 Y1l Beden Terbiyesi G. M. Biitcesi, s.9.
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BTGM’nin biitce tartigmalar1 sonraki yillarda giderek farkli konu ve tartigsmalar1 da kapsar
sekilde stirecektir. 3 Subat 1964°te Beden Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigli biitgesi hakkinda AP
grubu adina yine Hilmi Onat, goriis sunmus; daha dnce yaptigi konusmalara benzer sekilde
teskilatin kurulus donemiyle karsilagtirarak biit¢enin yetersizligini vurgulamisti. Ardindan
“1963 yuinda yine (12) milyarlik biitcenin (2 000) de biri, 1964 yul1 biitcesinde (13) milyarlik bir
biitcenin (2 400) de biri genglik ve spor teskildtina ayrilmistir ki, bugiin niifusumuz da (30)
milyona yaklasmistir” diyerek elestirilerini dile getirirken, sozlerini biitcenin “gecen yila gore
194 000 liralik” azaldigini1 vurgu-layarak bitirdi.?> Goriismelerin ardindan 1964’iin 5.520.679
liralik biitcesi Senato’nun oyuna su-nulmus; 74 kabul ve 8 retlik oylama sonucu salt ¢ogunlugun
saglanmasina yetmemisti*. 5.520.679 liralik biitce ancak 22 Subat’ta 414 kanun numarasiyla
yasallasacakt1.?

Kurumun 1965 senesi biit¢e goriismeleri sirasinda AP Grubu adina bu kez Kastamonu senatorii
Mehmet Camlica goriislerini aktarmisti. Harcama toplaminin 4.600.036 lira kaydedildigini,
bunun 1964 yilina gore 1.380.649 lira eksik oldugunu ve dolayisiyla kaynak yetersizliginin altini
cizmisti. Spor-Toto’dan %40 gelir saglandigini, bunun disinda 3530 sayili kanunla mahalli
belediye ve 6zel idarelerden yillik %3 oranindaki gelirin ise alinamadigini vurgulamigti.®®
Camlica’nin ardindan CHP Senato Grubu adina konugsan Ahmet Naci Ari, yasal diizenlemelerin
yaninda biitcenin artirtlmast  zorunlulugunu, denetimin gii¢lendirilmesini savunmustu.?’
Senatorlerin degerlendirmeleri ardindan Istanbul Milletvekili Devlet Bakan1 Malik Yolag’in Fethi
Tevetoglu ile komiinizm suglamalarina bagl tartigmalar1 yaganmist1 ki nihayet toplam 4.741.657
liralik 6denegin oylamasina ancak bu tartismalar ardindan gegilecek ve biit¢e kabul edilecekti.”®

1965 yilinda genel biit¢e goriismelerinin tamamlanmasinin ardindan AP lideri Siileyman Demi-
rel’in etkisiyle indnii hiikiimeti giivenoyu alamadigindan Suat Hayri Urgiiplii koalisyon
hiikiimeti kurulmustu. Urgiiplii hiikiimetinin programimda Beden Terbiyesi Kanununun ¢agm
anlayis ve seviyesine gore yapilandirilacagi, okul i¢i ve okul dis1 amator ¢alismalara yonelerek
sporun kitlesellestirilecegi ve nitelikli sporcu yetistirilmeye odaklanilacagi ifade edilmistir.”’
Birkag¢ ay sonra 6 Mayis’ta yeni hiikiimetin biitge goriismeleri sirasinda Beden Terbiyesi Genel
Miidiirligi 1965 yili Biitce Kanunu Tasaris1 ve Karma Biitge Komisyonu raporu Senato’ya geldi.
Toplamda 4.691.657 liralik biitge kanun tasarisinin oylamasina 184 {iyeden 94 iiye katildi; 93
kabul ve bir ret ile salt cogunluk saglandi.*

1966 BTGM biitcesinin goriismeleri sirasinda CHP grubu adina Suphi Batur, kurumun biit¢esine
egitim agisindan yaklasmisti. Kisinin fiziki ve ruhsal/psikolojik yapisinin saglamligiyla verimligi
ve lretici giliciiniin iligkisini irdeledigi konugmasinda savunmadan turizme kadar her alanda be-
lirleyici olan bu konuda bir politika olmamasini elestirmisti. Batur, liretilecek politikanin partiler
istli olmas1 gerektigini de 6zenle vurgularken, kanun degisikligi gerektigini belirtmis; tesisles-
menin planlanmasi lizerinde durmustu. Spor konusunda donanimli egiticilerin yetistirilmesi ve
akademik yapilanma konularina 6ncelik vermeyi ihmal etmemisti.’’

Gorlismeler sirasinda Ahmet Naci Ar1 soz alarak, Bagbakan Siileyman Demirel’in Spor Bakan-
1181 kurulacagi, bakanliga bagli Beden Egitimi Genel Miidiirliigl, Tesisler Genel Miidiirliigii ve

23 CSTD, C.18,B.36,3.2.1964, s.251-253.

24 CSTD, C.18,B.36,3.2.1964, 5.268,302-303.

25 TC Resmi Gazete, 27 Subat 1964/11642, s.2-7.

26 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.292-295.

27 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.295-297.

28 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, s.309-314.

29 CSTD, C.25,B.47,26.2.1965, s.362.

30 CSTD, C.27,B.77,6.5.1965, s.143-146,149-150.
31 CSTD, C.32,B.40, 3.2.1966, s.261-264.
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Spor-Toto Gelirleri Genel Miidiirliigiiniin yapilandirilacagi demecini/vaadini hatirlatmist1.** Sena-
to’nun Trabzon iiyesi Sevket Buladoglu ise Beden Terbiyesi UmurMiidiirliigii, Spor-Toto Mii-
diirliigii ve Tesisler UmuMiidiirliigiinii ¢atis1 altinda toplayacak bir bakanlik talebini dogrudan
seslendirmisti.*

Gaziantep Milletvekili ve Devlet Bakan1 Kamil Ocak® ise Maliye’nin 20 milyonluk talebe kar-
silik, 10 milyon lira verdigini dile getirerek, bu yeklnuryetersizliginden sikayet etmisti. Cesitli
sebeplerle yarida kalmig sportif tesisler ve bu tesislerin tamamlanmasi i¢in bir kurul olusturularak
incelemeye gidildigini sézlerine eklemisti. 1966 yilina yonelik yatirim programinin 41 milyon
oldugunu, bunun 28 milyon lirasinin tamamlanamamis tesislerin bitirilmesine, kalan 13 milyon
liranin ise 1966 programina alinan yeni islere tahsis edildigini agiklamisti. Sevket Bey’in dile
getirdigi kuliiplere yardim konusuna deginmis ve 1965°te 1 milyon lira destek saglandigini
kaydetmisti.*> Konusmalar ardindan 14.525.804 liralik biitge {izerine goriismeler, sunulan
Onergelerden dogan goriis ayriliklart ve bunlarin komisyonlara aktarilmasina bagli olarak
ertelenmis’®; slire¢ tamamlandiktan sonra salt gogunluk saglanan oylamada 73 kabul, 23 red ve 1
¢ekimser oyla biitge kabul edilmisti.’’

Beden Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigii’nlin 1967 yil1 biit¢esi goriisiiliirken CHP adina konusan Suphi
Batur, Tiirkiye’de spora yonelik orgiitlenmenin kisa dzetini sunmustu. “Tiirkiye Idman Cemiyetleri
ittifaki emekleme ¢cagimizin bu yonden serefini tagi” diyen Batur, donemin spora inanmis kadro-
lariin Tiirk Spor Kurumu’nun kurulusunu getirdigini; bu orgiitlenme ve sorumlulugun devlete
devredilmesi arayisinin agirlik kazandigini ve nihayet 1938’de Beden Terbiyesi Kanunu ¢ikarila-
rak teskilatin kuruldugunu belirtti. Beden Terbiyesi Teskilatinin, devlet orgiitii olmasina ve dev-
leti temsil etmesine ragmen hiikiimetlerden gereken anlayis, yardim ve destegi gormedigini, bu
yiizden de ileri geri bocalandigini ileri stirmiistii.*® Goriismelerin devaminda ise biitge i¢in toplam
17.653.361 lira 6denek, maddeler halinde degerlendirilmisti.*

1968 yilt BTGM biitce goriismelerinde ilk sozii, CHP grubu adina Suphi Batur almisti. Batur’un
konusmasi, bir 6nceki yi1l yaptig1 konusmaya benzer nitelikteydi. Yine oncelikle Tiirkiye’de spor
orgiitlenmesinin kisa tarihgesi izerinde durmustu. Ayrica “Elinizdeki biitce, memleket yarinlarinin
ger¢ek sahibi ve teminati olan gengligin, Milli Egitim camiasi altinda ve onun bog biraktigi bir
alanda egitilmesi isi ile ilgili bulunmaktadir” sozleriyle daha 6nce de oldugu gibi Milli Egitim
Bakanligina elestiri getirmisti*’. Bakan Oztiirk ’{in konusmasi ardindan toplam olarak 119.451.371
lira 6denegin ayrmtilarina ge¢ilmis; oylamayla goriismeler tamamlanmigtr.*!

Cumhuriyet Senatosu’nda BTGM nin biit¢e goriismeleri, Beden Terbiyesi Kanunu ve glincelliginin
sorgulanmasindan kurumun gelir kaynaklarinin ¢esit ve yeterliliklerine, kurumun tilke ihtiyaglarina
cevap verip veremedigine kadar sportif tesisleri de iceren olduk¢a genis tartisma diizlemi ortaya
cikarmaktadir. Bu tartismalar icinde pay1 giderek artan Spor-Toto ile ilgili agiklamalar zamanla
daha fazla odaklanilan ve farkli yonleriyle giindeme taginan konulardan olmustur.

32 CSTD, C.32,B.40, 3.2.1966, 5.264-266.

33 CSTD, C.32,B.40, 3.2.1966, 5.267-269.

34 Uzumllar Gaziantep’teki stadyuma ismini veren Kamil Ocak hakkinda bkz. Bigici, Mehmet. “Devlet ve Siyaset Adami;
Mehmet Kamil Ocak”. Gaziantep Universitesi Ayintab Arastirmalart Dergisi 2/2, Arahk 2019, s. 21-33.

35 CSTD, C.32,B.40, 3.2.1966, s.271-274.

36 CSTD, C.32,B.40, 3.2.1966, 5.274-277.

37 CSTD, C.32,B.40, 3.2.1966, 5.309-312;345-347.

38 CSTD, C.38,B.27,2.2.1967, 5s.502-503.

39 CSTD, C.38,B.27,2.2.1967, s.513-514; CSTD, C.38, B.27, 2.2.1967, S. Saysi: 855, 1967 Y1li Beden Terbiyesi G. Md. Biitgesi,
s.4-39.

40 CSTD, C.45,B.26,3.2.1968, 5.330-331.

41 CSTD, C.A45,B.26,3.2.1968, 5.343-345; CSTD, C.45, B.26, 3.2.1968, S. Sayist: 1048, 1968 Yil1 Beden Terbiyesi G. Md. Biitgesi.
Burada toplam 6denek 119.451.363 lira olarak gegmektedir.
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Spor Toto idaresi ve Kanunu

“Futbol Miisabakalarinda Miisterek Bahisler Tertibi” hakkindaki 7258 sayili kanun*’, yayinindan
6 ay sonra yiiriirliige girmek {lizere 9 Mayis 1959 tarihli Resmi Gazete’de yayimlanmistir.*® 29 Ni-
san 1959°da kabul edilen yasa, “futbol miisabakalarinda miisterek bahisler tertibi ve yiiriitiilmesi”
hak ve yetkisini BTGM’ye vermistir.*

1960 y1l1 Mart ayinda uygulanmaya baslanan Spor-Toto, 1961 yilinda haftalik 4 milyon liralik ha-
silata yaklasmustir. ilerleyen siirecte bu hasilat azalacaktir.** Bununla birlikte Spor Toto ve gelirleri
konusu, ilk kez Sinop Senatdrii Suphi Batur’un 13 Aralik 1961 tarihli “Spor-Toto hasilatindan
elde edilen paraya” dair sorusuyla Senato’da giindeme gelmistir*s. 1962’den itibarense Spor Ba-
kanhigi’nin kurulusuna kadar Senato’daki BTGM biitge goriismelerinde Spor-Toto Idaresi ve
ilgili yasal diizenleme ile ilgili yorum ya da tartismalar yadsmamayacak diizeydedir. Ustelik
elestiriler hemen 1962 goriismelerinde baslamisti.

Nitekim YTP grubu adina Camlica, 7258 say1li Spor Toto Kanununun 4. maddesine*’ gore elde edi-
lecek gelirin spor saha ve tesisleriyle bunlarin onarimlarina harcanmasi gerektigini belirtmis; buna
ragmen 30’a yakin tesisin ikmal insaat ihalesi yapildig1 halde hicbirinin tamamlanmadigini vurgu-
lamistt. Camlica konugmasinin devaminda kapali salon eksikliginin altini ¢izerken, Spor Toto’dan
1960-1961 yil1 30 milyon, 1961-1962 yil1 10 milyon lira Genel Miidiirliik hissesine ayrildigini,
bu hasilatin tamamiin Merkez ve Emlak Kredi bankalarinda tutuldugunu ve kullanilamadigin
kaydetmisti. Spor Toto biletlerinin basimi i¢in alinan matbaa mekanizmalarinin kullanilmamasini
da elestirmisti. Beden egitiminin Milli Egitim Bakanliginca diizenlenmesini, ayni sekilde kuliip ve
federasyon yapilanmalarinin bagimsizlastirilmasini énermisti.* Bakan Okten ise verdigi yanitta
matbaanin hayata gecirilecegini soylemisti.*

AP Grubu adina konusan Hilmi Onat, Spor-Toto hasilatinin diisiisliine odaklanmis; 1960 geliri 15
milyon 516.624 lira, 1961 geliri 16.031.751 lira iken 1963 gelirinin 12 milyona diistiiglinii aktar-
mist1. Ayrica Spor-Toto biitce i¢cinde “futbolda miisterek bahis hasilati” olarak gosterilen taskin

42 Benzer uygulamalara Ingiltere’de 1920 yilindan itibaren rastlanmaktadir. 1920 Ready Money Football Betting Act, 1926
Betting Duty, 1928 Racecourse Betting Act ve 1934 Betting and Lotteries Act iki Savas Aras1 Dénem Ingiltere’sinde yiiriirliige
giren bahis diizenlemeleriydi. Spor-kumar iligkisinin sosyal ve kiiltiirel yonlerini ele alan Huggins, bahis kiiltiiriiniin Ada’da
yerlesmesine paralel olarak ve biitiin ahlaki tartigmalara karsin devlet koordinasyonunda diizenlendigini aktarir. Detayli bilgi
i¢in bkz. Mike Huggins, “Betting, Sport and the British 1918-1939”, Journal of Social History, Winter 2007, Vol.41, No.2,
283-306. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’ndeki spor bahisleri hukukunun evrimi ve spor bahislerinin tarihsel gelisiminin hukuki
ve toplumsal analizi i¢in bkz. Kendall Howell, “You Can Bet On It: The Legal Evolution of Sport Betting”, Harvard Journal
of Sports&Entertainment Law, Vol.11, Winter 2020, 73-114.

43 Mehmet Kargiin, Yavuz Selim Agaoglu, Mustafa Kaya, “The Economics of Sport Betting”, European Journal of Physical
Education and Sport Science, Vol.6, Issue 4, 2020, s.26.

44 Resmi Gazete, 9 May1s 1959/10201, s.21587.

45 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.294.

46 Necdet Oktem cevabinda Spor-Toto’dan Genel Miidiirliik hissesi diisen gelir toplamimi 39.355.541,83 lira olarak aciklamisti.
1960 yilinda yapilan Spor faaliyetlerine 100.000; Spor-Toto kurulug masrafi olarak 732.419,56; Spor saha ve tesisleri i¢in
81.468,55 ve Roma Olimpiyatlarina 700.000 lira dolayistyla toplam 1.613.888,11 lira harcanmisti. 1961 yilinda federasyonlara
kanun yetkisine istinaden spor faaliyetleri i¢in 1.140.000 lira verilmisti. Tesislere kalan miktar 36 601 653,72 liraydi. CSTD,
C.1,B.16,21.12.1961, 5.221-228.

47 “Madde 4-Ugiincii madde geregince Beden Terbiyesi Umum Miidiirliigiince temin olunan meblag her nevi spor saha ve tesisleri
viicuda getirilmek, idamelerini saglamak, her tiirlii spor alet, vasita ve malzemesi tedarik etmek ve her ¢esit spor faaliyetlerinde
bulunmak gibi Tiirk sporunun gelismesine yararli islere sarf edilmek tizere bir taraftan mezkiir Umum Miidiirliigiin varidat
biitgesine irat, diger taraftan masraf biitcesinde agilacak bir fasla tahsisat kayd olunur. Bu mebaligden sene sonunda sarf
edilmiyen miktarlar ertesi yila devrolunur. Senesi i¢inde iigiincli ve dordiincii maddeye gore yapilan sarfiyatin nerelere sarf
edildigi biitge layihasina eklenecek bir cetvelde gosterilir.”

48 CSTD, C.2,B. 30, 4.2.1962, 5.30-32.

49 CSTD,C.2,B. 30,4.2.1962, 5.32-33.
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bir kadronun ¢aligtirildigi iddialarini da seslendirmisti.®® Ahmet Naci Ari ise “bir¢ok kiymet ve
kabiliyetlerin teshis ve yetistirilmelerine yardim edecek” Spor-Toto Kanunu i¢in ¢aligsmalara siirat
kazandirilmasini istemisti.>!

BTGM’nin 1963 yili biit¢e goriismelerinde Camlica, Spor Toto’nun ve kazancinin isleyis sekli ile
denetimsizligini degerlendirmeyi ihmal etmemisti. Spor-Toto’dan gelen kaynagin denetimsiz bira-
kilamayacag1 ve Genel Miidiirliigiin inisiyatifine gore sarf edilmesinin uygun olmadig: kanaatini
paylasmisti. Ayrica Toto matbaasindan da biikme mekanizmasi olmadigindan yeterli verim alinma-
digin1 seslendirmisti®2. Universite spor iliskisine dikkat gekmeye 6zen gdsteren Cumhurbaskanlig
kontenjanindan senatdr Enver Kok ise Spor Toto hasilati hakkinda “boyle bir hasilati bu tesekkiil,
tiniversiteler camiasinda sportif hareketler ve tiniversitelerin kendi aralarinda yapacaklar: temas-
lart temine matuf sahalara hasrederse memlekete en biiyiik hizmeti yapmig olurlar” goriisiindeydi.>
Devlet Bakani ve Corum milletvekili Necmi Okten spor ddeneginin azligindan bahisle Spor-Loto
kanununu ¢ikarilarak alternatif bir kaynakla spor sagligi, malzeme ve spor yardimi saglanmasinin
hedeflendigini kaydetmisti. Spor Toto teskilatinin denetimsiz olmadigini da belirtmisti.>*

3 Subat 1964°te AP grubu adina Hilmi Onat, Spor-Toto bahis sisteminin artan gelirinin tesis arag
ve gereclerine harcanmasi tizerinde durmustu. Ayrica BTGM biit¢esinin desteklenmesinden mem-
nuniyet duyduklarini dillendirmisti.> Bu arada Dogal/Tabii Senatérlerden Vehbi Ersii, Spor To-
to’dan teskilata tahsis edilen o giine kadar ki toplam meblag1 sorgulamist1.% Istanbul iiyesi Rifat
Oztiirkgine, Spor-Toto Yonetmeliginin o giiniin sartlarma uygun olmadigini belirtmis; buna rag-
men yeni yonetmelikte bir degisiklik olmadig1 halde 1962 yilinda ayri, 1963 yilinda ayr1 ve 1964
yilinda da farkli uygulandigini ileri siirmiistii. Y onetmelikte ne ise aynen uygulanmasi gerektigini
hatirlatirken, Bati’daki Spor-Loto Kanununun Tiirkiye’de uygulanmasinin zorunlu olduguna inan-
digin1 sdylemisti.’” Istanbul milletvekili ve Devlet Bakan1 Malik Yolag, Spor Toto gelirinden 32
kisilik kadro saglandigini; iki giires¢inin bagvurdugunu ve giirese 6nem verdiklerini sdylemisti.
Spor-Toto Kanunu ve uygulama farkliliklar1 konusundaki elestirilere katilmis; yeni kanun
hazirhigr istiinde durdugu konusmasinda, birtakim ihalelerle ilgili sorulari cevaplandirmaya
calismigt.>®

Kurumun 27 Ocak 1965 tarihli biitce goriismeleri sirasinda Adalet Partisi Grubu adina goriis bil-
diren Kastamonu Senatorii Mehmet Camlica, BTGM’nin Spor-Toto’dan %40 gelir sagladigini
vurgulamisti. Spor-Toto Kanununun tamamlanmasi ve bu kanunun Iktisadi Devlet Tesekkiilii
blin-yesinde olmas1 gerektigini savunmustu. Bunlarin yaninda Spor-Toto gelirlerinin
diizenlenmesi ve kadro sorunlari gézetilerek kurumun yeniden yapilandirilmasini 6nermisti.”

CHP Senato Grubu adina Ahmet Naci Ari, Inter-Toto hazirliklarini, olumlu gelismeler olarak deger-
lendirmisti.® Adana Senatorii Mehmet Unaldi ise Spor-Toto teskilatimin bazi kesimlerde tereddiit
yarattigini belirterek denetimsiz/kontrolsiiz oldugu sikayetlerini tekrarlamisti. Spor Toto’nun bazi mali
sorunlar ve mesafe nedeniyle iilkede tam olarak yayginlastirlamadigindan yakinmisti. Ancak bu
sorunun 650 sube ve ajansi bulunan Ziraat Bankasi kanaliyla ¢oziilebilecegini 6nermekten de geri
durmamustt. Ustelik bu basbayiligin Ziraat Bankasina hic50 CSTDyoksa 100 milyon liray1 kullanma,

50 CSTD, C.8, B. 36, 1.2.1963, 5.510-512.
51 CSTD,C.8,B.36,1.2.1963,5.512-515.
52 CSTD,C.8,B.36,1.2.1963,5.515-517.
53 CSTD, C.8,B.36, 1.2.1963,5.519-520.
54 CSTD, C.8,B.36,1.2.1963,5.520-524.
55 CSTD, C.18,B.36,3.2.1964, s.251-253.
56 CSTD, C.18,B.36,3.2.1964,5.257-261.
57 CSTD, C.18,B.36,3.2.1964, 5.263.

58 CSTD, C.18,B.36,3.2.1964, 5.264-270.
59 CSTD,C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.292-295.
60 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.295-297.
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avantaj1 saglayacagini, bu rakamin kiiciimsenecek bir meblag olmadiginin altini ¢izmisti.®' Sam-
sun iiyesi Fethi Tevetoglu ise Spor-Toto teskilatinin bir kesmekes haline geldigi goriisiindeydi.®

Senatérlerin degerlendirmeleri ardindan Istanbul milletvekili Devlet Bakani Malik Yolag, Spor-To-
to gelirleri hakkinda bilgi aktard1.®* Spor-Toto Kanunu’na eklemeler yapildigini ve 6nemli olanin
iyi bir kanun ¢ikarmak oldugunu seslendirmisti. Miifettis sayisinin 12’ye ulastirildig bilgisini
paylasmistr. Inter-Toto’ya dahil olmak icin 7258 sayili yasanin degistirilmesi gerektigini ve bu-
nun i¢in ¢aligma yiiriitiildiigini; ayn1 sekilde tek binada teskilati toplama gayretlerinin siirdiigiinii
sOylemisti. Projeler ve ingaatlar konusunda ise kesin projesi yapilmayan insaat ihalelerine
cikilmayacagma yer vermisti. Ayrica Spor-Toto gelirlerinde onceki yila gore artis oldugunu,
haftalik gelirin 3 milyon 500 bin liranin iistiine ¢iktigini ve Almanya’daki isgilerin Spor-Toto
oynamalarini saglamak i¢in ugragtiklarini aktarmist.

Mehmet Unaldi’nin sorularma karsilik verirken Spor-Toto kanaliyla tesislerin yayginlastirilmasi
cabasi lizerinde duran Bakan, bagbayilik ile ilgili soruyu var olan iligki ve para akisini agiklayarak
cevaplandirmist1.** Baska bir bayi ile isbirligine a¢ik olduklarini, “Yalniz bir Basbayiligin degisti-
rilmesinin kolay bir is olmadigini” sdyleyen Bakan Yolag, daha 6nce teklifi reddeden Ziraat Ban-
kasi’ndan olumlu karsilik alinabilecegini degerlendirmisti®>. Mehmet Pirilt1, Spor-Toto Idaresi’nin
reklamlara yonelik stratejisine elestirel/sorgulayici yaklasmis;® bu yaklasimi Devlet Bakan1 Malik
Yolag¢ “...rantabilite diisiinen hi¢bir miiesseseyi reklamsiz diistinemiyorum. Ama bu reklam mu-
vaffaktir veya degildir, o zamanla kendisini gosterecektir” seklinde cevaplandirmist1.’” “Spor Toto
miiessesesini Tiirkiye 'de tanimiyan kimse kalmamuis gibidir” saptamasina bagvuran Yolag’a gore
Spor-Toto’nun reklamlari kurum ve {iriiniinlin tanitimina, ¢alisma ve tirlinlerin hatirlatilmasina
dayanmaliydi. Ozellikle hatirlatma boyutunu kitleleri iiriiniin alimina yani Spor-Toto’nun oynan-
masina yonlendirmek acisindan ele alan Yolag, reklam konusunun mahiyeti ve mahremiyeti gibi
detay gerektiren konulari reklam sirketi, teskilat ve isleyisin birbirleriyle ilgisine baglamigt1.®

Senato’nun 1966 yili oturumlarinda AP grubu adina kiirsiiye ¢ikan Mehmet Camlica, Spor-Toto
Midiirligiiniin 6rgiitlenmesi ve kontroliiniin saglanmasi temennilerini siralamist.® CHP adina
konusan Suphi Batur’un su sozleri dikkat ¢ekicidir: ... Maliye, bu tesisler kismindan, yani Spor
- Toto'dan verelim diyor. Zaten Spor - Toto tesisleri yapiyor. Buradan bir de spor faaliyetlerine
para artirdiginiz vakit bu is gider. Bakin arkadaglar, daha evvel de belirttim bizim Devlet
sorumlulart hakikaten bu sporu higbir kiymetsiz bir sey telakki ediyorlar.” 7

Ahmet Naci Ari, Siileyman Demirel ve Devlet Bakan1 Kamil Ocak gibi isimlerin dogrudan ya da
dolayl1 olarak Spor-Toto Gelirleri Genel Miidiirliigiiniin yapilandirilmas:1 demeglerini/vaatlerini

61 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.298-299.

62 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.300-301.

63 “... Rakamlarla spor-totonun gelirlerini izah edeyim; 1960-1961 senesinde gelirimiz 82.660.000 liradir. Buna
mukabil masraflarimiz 2 milyon 445 bin lira. 1961-1962 sezonunda 82 ye karst 96 bin. Masraflarimiz dort buguk
milyon lira. 1962-1963 te 115 milyon lira gelirimiz, masraflarimiz 5 milyon 300 bin lira. 1963-1964 te ise gelirimiz
123 milyon lira, masraflarimiz ise alti milyon liradir. Goriiliiyor ki, gelirimiz artmis masraflarimiz artmamigtir
Artmigtir ama o nisbette artmamigtir”.

64 “Basbayi ile miinasebetlerimiz su sekilde olmaktadir; ihtiyacimiz oldukga para cekmekteyiz. Ve malimlaridir ki
tesisler daha ziyade yaz aylarinda faaliyet gostermektedir. Bu aylarda paramiz Bagbayide birikmektedir. Bugiinkii
alacak mevcudumuz 9-10 milyon lira civarindadir. Ancak mevsimi geldiginde bunlarin da tediye edilecegi
kanaatindeyim.”. CSTD, C.24, B.31, 27.1.1965, 5.307.

65 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.307-308.

66 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.302-303.

67 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, s.309.

68 CSTD, C.24,B.31,27.1.1965, 5.309-314.

69 CSTD, C.32, B.40, 3.2.1966, 5.259-260.

70 CSTD, C.32,B.40,3.2.1966, s.263.
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animsattig1 gibi kaynak arayis1 dogrultusunda Spor-Loto Kanununun ¢ikarilmasini se¢cenek olarak
sunmustu.”! Senato’nun Trabzon iiyesi Sevket Buladoglu ise Spor-Toto Umum Miidiirligii’niin ge-
lirlerinin verimli bir program dahilinde degerlendirilmesini savunmustu.” Mus Senatorii Isa Hisan
Bingol, secim bolgesi Mus 6zelinde talepte bulunmus; tesislerin kurulacagi alanin, mahalli bele-
diyelerce saglanmasi kosulunu yerine getiremeyen beldelerde Spor-Toto kaynaklarindan yararla-
nilamadigini duyurmustu.” Gaziantep Milletvekili ve Devlet Bakan1 Kamil Ocak, agiklamalarini
yaparken Spor-Loto Kanununun hazirlanarak Bakanlar Kuruluna gonderildiginin altin1 ¢izmigti.™

Beden Terbiyesi Genel Midiirligii’niin 1967 yil1 biitgesi goriisiiliirken CHP adina konusan Sup-
hi Batur, Spor Toto’nun sagladigi olanaklarla verimli adimlar atmanin esiginde bulunuldugunu
kaydetmisti. Batur, yeni kanundan bahsedildigini, bu kanunun 6zgiir bir anlayisla yapicilik, saglik,
ahlak ve mali yonden makul denetim ve 6greticilik gibi goriisleri icermesi gerektigini islemisti.”
1960 yilindan itibaren Spor Toto’nun spora katki sagladiginin altin1 ¢izerek ulasilan itibarin/say-
ginlhigin dinamiklerini irdelemisti. Bu sonucu, Spor Toto’ya katilimin sans ve tesadiiflere bagl
olmay1p spor hareketlerini yakindan izleme ve bilgiye dayali tahminden kaynaklanmasina; halkin
spor kuliiplerine duydugu sevgi ve gosterdikleri ilginin katilim1 tesvik etmesine ve bu hizmeti or-
ganize eden kuruma halkin giivenmesine baglamistir.

Senator, Sayistay denetimindeki Spor Toto nun yillara gore artan geliri hakkinda su bilgileri pay-
lagmisti:

Donem Yillik Gelir (Lira)
1960-1961 86.660.732
1961-1962 97.000.000
1962-1963 115.800.000
1963-1964 123.639.946
1964-1965 138.900.000
1965-1966 174.298.385

Tablo 3: Spor Toto’nun 1960-1966 Yillar1 Arast Elde Ettigi Gelirler.

Ayrica bu hasilatin son iki yilinda, kuliiplere yaklasik olarak 13 milyona yakin bir isim hakki
0dendigini; Beden Terbiyesi Umum Miidiirliigii Teskilatina ise yaklasik 100 milyon 500 bin lira
yatirildigii agiklamisti. Onun yaklasimiyla spor kuliipleri, sporcu halk, Spor-Toto yoluyla milli
egitim davasina katkida bulunmaktaydi ki, yasada Yurtlar Kurumu hissesi adli bu meblagin top-
lami, 1965-1966 yillarinda iki sene i¢inde 15 milyonu ge¢misti. Batur, bu gelirden intikal vergisi
ve damga resmi tahsilati lizerinden maliyenin sadece 1966’da 5 milyon civarinda yararlandigini
aktarmisti. Benzer sekilde resmi devlet bankasi Tiirkiye Emlak Kredi Bankasi’nin bagbayi sifatiy-
la 1964-1965 yilinda 4 milyonun iistiinde ve 1965-1966 yilinda ise 5 milyonun iistiinde komisyon
aldigini; yeni bir is sahasi olan bayilik miiessesesinin de ayn1 yillarda 9 ve 11 milyonun {istiinde
kazang elde ettigini Senato kayitlarina gegirmisti.”®

71 CSTD, C.32,B.40,3.2.1966, s.264-266.
72 CSTD, C.32,B.40,3.2.1966, s.267-269.
73 CSTD, C.32,B.40,3.2.1966, 5.269-270.
74 CSTD, C.32,B.40,3.2.1966, s.271-274.
75 CSTD, C.38,B.27,2.2.1967, 5.503.
76 CSTD, C.38,B.27,2.2.1967, 5.504-505.
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AP Grubu adina Mehmet Camlica, BTGM nin okullara girmesi bakimindan Spor-Toto gelirlerinin
%10 hissesinin, okullarda gerekli tesisin kurulmasi i¢in Milli Egitim Bakanligina tahsisini iste-
misti. Bunlarin yaninda partisinin beklentileri arasinda Spor-Loto Kanununun en kisa zamanda
Senato’ya getirilmesi ve daha dnce de seslendirildigi iizere yasanm Iktisadi Devlet Tesekkiilii biin-
yesinde olmasi vardi. Ayrica Spor - Toto kuponlarinin kurumun kendi matbaasinda basilmasi, ye-
terli gelmezse matbaanin genislemesine gidilerek yeterli seviyeye ¢ikarilmasi diisiincesindeydi.”
1967 goriismelerinin sonlarinda Konya Senatorii Muhittin Kilig, Spor-Toto aleyhine agilmis dava
ve Spor-Toto’nun agtirdig1 dava sayist ile idarede ka¢ hukuk miisavirinin bulundugunu sorgula-
mist1.”® Bu arada Devlet Bakan1 Kamil Ocak’in agiklamalarina gegildiginde o, ulasilan seviyede
Spor-Toto gelirlerinin énemine isaret etmisti. Ozel Spor-Toto Kanununa sadik kalinarak gelirleri-
nin sadece tesislerin ingasina tahsisinin degerini/6nemini vurgulamisti. Spor-Totonun gelirleri ve
masraflariyla cari masraflarinin %5°1 asmayacagini anlatmisti.”

1968 Biitge goriismeleri sirasinda CHP grubu adina konusan Batur, bir 6nceki yila benzer sekilde
Spor-Toto’nun kurulusundan itibaren hasilati hakkinda detaylar aktarmis* ve Spor Toto’nun yani-
na Loto’nun konulmas1 gerektigini savunmustu. Spor-Toto’nun sagladig1 olanaklarin basarili so-
nuglar1 getirdiginin altin1 ¢izmisti. Bu baglamda Spor Toto kaynakli imkanlar ¢er¢evesinde Avrupa
ve Diinya ¢apinda basari sergilenen organizasyonlar olarak Atletizm ve Boks Balkan oyunlari, fut-
bolda Gengler Avrupa Sampiyonasi, Giires Avrupa Sampiyonasi, Voleybol Avrupa Sampiyonasina
yer vermisti. Tiirkiye’de 876.000 vatandasin yararlandigi agik ve kapali tesislerde 600°den fazla
spor dalinda yarismalarm yapilabildigini de kaydetti.*! AP grubu adina konusan izmir Senatorii
Hilmi Onat ise Spor-Toto’nun geliri ve gelirin kullanildig1 kanallar1 detaylandirmist1.*> Spor-To-
to’nun sosyal hizmet ve diger alanlardaki katkilarini, Yurtlar Kurumu pay1** ve Kuliip isim hak-
lari* basliklar1 altinda toplamisti®>. S6z alan Istanbul Senatorii Tekin Ariburun, Spor-Toto’nun

77 CSTD, C.38,B.27,2.2.1967, 5s.505-508.

78 CSTD, C.38, B.27,2.2.1967, s.513-514; CSTD, C.38, B.27, 2.2.1967, S. Sayist: 855, 1967 Yil1 Beden Terbiyesi G. Md. Biitcesi,
s.4-39.

79 CSTD,C.38,B.27,2.2.1967,5.509-512.

80 “Spor Totonun 1. sezonunun basladig1 yil yani 1960 yilinda elde edilen 6.765.000 liralik hasilat ve 4.sezon
sonunda yani 19621963 yillarinda 115.847.422 liraya balig olmustur. Bu tahsil ¢agindaki gencglere ¢ok biiyiik
bir hizmet demek olan hisseyi teskil eden 4.844.732 lira ile BTGM'ye tahsis edilen 32. 296.018 liraya yani
Devlete topyektin 37.140.750 liralik gontllii bir vergi yolu ile tahsisat saglamigtir. Bu tahsisat 1936-1967
yillarinda hasilat olarak 213.694.286 liraya balig olmustur. Bu hasilattan Yurtlar Kurumu hissesine 10.157.825
lira, Beden Terbiyesine ise, 67.718.838 lira ki, cem’an 77.876.663 liralik bir yekGinu bulmustur... Ayni
senelerde... Birer Milll miiessese olan kuliiplerimize de mesela: 1962 senesinde 3.415.000 lira, 1966-1967
senelerinde ise, 11.834.615 lira gibi ¢cok degerli bir yardim yapilabilmistir”. CSTD, C.45, B.26, 3.2.1968, s.333

81 CSTD,C.45,B.26,3.2.1968, 5s.332-334.

82 “1959 senesinde 7258 sayili Kanunla kurulan miisterek bahis (Spor - Toto) 7 yilda zaruri masraflar disinda %
40’1 Genel Miidiirliik¢e spor faaliyetlerine ve tesislerine sarf edilmistir. Bu mithim gelirler 1961 yilindan 1967
yilt Ocak ayma kadar (312 milyon 934 bin 253 lira 79 kurus) olarak degerlendirilir ki, bu rakamlar memnuniyet
vericidir. Spor — Toto’dan elde edilen bu paranin, yuvarlak hesap: 220 milyon lirasi ingaata, teknik personel ticret
ve yolluklarina, 69 milyon liras1 spor temas ve malzeme ikmaline, 24 milyon liras1 kamulagtirmaya sarf edilmistir
ki, bu faaliyetleri de takdirle zikretmem miimkiin degildir. Bu sezon spor, saha ve tesisleri icin Genel Miidiirliige
verilen hisse 67 milyon 718 bin 839 TL’dir.” CSTD, C.45, B.26, 3.2.1968, s.335.

83 “Spor - Totonun 3. sezonundan itibaren Yiiksek Ogrenim Kredi ve Yurtlar Kurumu pay1 olarak 351 sayili Kanun
geregince dagitilmaya baslayan ikramiyelerin % 10°u 1967 yili sonuna kadar toplam olarak 46 milyon liray1
bulmus... 1961-1962 sezonunda 5 milyon lira olan pay miktart 1966-1967 devresi sonunda 10 milyon liraya
yikselmis 1967-1968 sezonunda bu miktar1 da agma istidadin1 gostermis bulunmaktadir.” CSTD, C.45, B.26,
3.2.1968, 5.336.

84 “1967 yili sonuna kadar bu paylarin yekfinu 10 milyon liray1 bulmus... Gegen sezonda 12 milyon liray1 bulan
isim haklarmin bu devrede bu miktari da asmasi beklenmektedir. Briit hasilatin % 6’s1 oraninda ayrilan kuliip isim
haklar1 bu defa 3.lig takimlarina da tesmil edilmis...”. CSTD, C.45, B.26, 3.2.1968, s.336.

85 CSTD, C.45,B.26,3.2.1968, 5.334-337.
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olanaklar1 araciligiyla BTGM’nin gorev ve sorumluluklarini, ancak gereken planli ve programli
caligma revizyonuyla yerine getirebilecegini ileri siirmiistii.** Eskisehir Senatérii Omer Ucuzal,
7258 sayil1 Kanun ¢ercevesinde kurulan Spor-Toto Teskilatinin yedi senelik gegmisinde sagladigi
gelirle sportif faaliyet ve tesislere biiylik destegini hatirlatmisti. Bununla birlikte ilging bir eles-
tiri getirmis; devlet ¢alisanlarinin is saati icinde devamli surette Spor-Toto ile ilgilenmelerinden
sikayetci olmustu. Bu davranisin devletin ¢aligma saatlerinde biiyiik zaman kaybina yol actig1 id-
diasini paylasmist1.’” Senatorlerin degerlendirmelerinin ardindan Eskigehir milletvekili ve Devlet
Bakani Seyfi Oztiirk, Spor Toto’nun gelirleri hakkinda ayrintili bilgi verecekti.®

1969°da CHP grubu adina Adana Senatdrii Muslihittin Yilmaz Mete, Spor Toto’dan saglanan ge-
lirin spor tesislerine sarf edilmesinin sporun kalkinmasindaki roliine atif yapmisti. Bu gelirin har-
canmasinda bir takim kat1 kurallar yerine daha yumusak, daha pratik usuller konulmasinin uygun
olacagini ileri slirerek, miiessesenin Maliye’ye baglanmasi fikrine parti olarak karsi olduklarini
aciklamist1. Kamil Ocak ise Spor-Toto nun faaliyete gegmesiyle BTGM’ye intikal eden paylarla
Kalkinma Planimin hedeflerine uygun tesislesmeye gidisin basladigini belirtmisti.”

SONUC

Genel olarak yaklasildiginda kumarin ahlaki boyutuna tezat olarak kamu yarar1 i¢in kullanilmasi
zaman zaman ¢esitli diizeyde tartismalara yol agmistir. Tiirkiye’de ise devlet denetiminde spor
oyunlar1 tizerinden sans oyunlar1 oynatilmasinin miladi olan Spor-Toto Kanunu sporun finansmani
icin kayda deger bir gelir kaynag1 oldu. Zaten yarattig1 yeni is imkanlari, kamu hizmeti i¢in olus-
turdugu kaynak, profesyonel spor kuliiplerinin yasamasi i¢in can suyu olarak goriilmiistiir.

Ahlak, sinif, devlet politikasi, toplumsal degerler ve bos zaman aktivitelerinin kesisim kiimesin-
de kalan Spor-Toto idaresinin yasama ve yiiriitmenin giindeminde olmasi da kaginilmazdi. Be-
den Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigiiniin biit¢e goriismelerindeki tartismalarin da yadsinamayacak bir
boliimii, -Cumhuriyet Senatosu’nda kumardan ¢ok bilgiye dayali tahmin olarak degerlendirilen-
Spor-Toto iizerinedir. Tartismalardan izlenebilecegi gibi Tiirk sporu agisindan dnemli bir kaynak
olarak goriilen Spor Toto Idaresi, spor tesislesmesinde énemli bir rol {istlenmistir.

Heniiz Toto’nun yeni sekillendigi, emekleme doneminde once gelirleri, sonra teskilatinin yapisi
ve nihayet denetimi meselesi Senato’da yogun tartisilmis ve gesitli elestiriler ortaya ¢ikmuistir.
Ancak zamanla yapisi ve isleyisi oturmaya basladig1 anlasilan idare, Spor Bakanliginin kurulu-
suna uzanan siirecte tesislesmeye katkilariyla Senato giindemini iggal etmisti. Zaten ayni donem-
de Spor-Toto gelirinin sagladig olanaklarin sporda olumlu sonuglar dogurdugu anlagiimaktadir.
Ote yandan tartismalarda matbaa drneginden anlasilabilecegi gibi Spor-Toto Idaresi’nin kendisine

86 CSTD, C.45,B.26,3.2.1968, s.337-338.

87 CSTD, C.45,B.26,3.2.1968, 5.339.

88 “Nitekim 40 haftalik 1960-1961 devresinde 11 milyon 430 bin istirak¢iden 82 milyon 660 bin 732 lira hasilat elde edilmis
iken 1966-1967 sekizinci sezonunda 45 haftada istirakci sayist 28 milyon 695 bin 193 e ¢ikarilmis ve bu devre igerisinde
213 milyon 694 bin 266 liralik hasilat elde edilmistir. Kaldi ki, 1967-1968 devresinde bu miktarin da agilmasit ve 240 milyon
liralik bir hasilat elde edilmesi iimid edilmektedir... Spor - Toto’dan saha ve tesis yapimi i¢in her devrede ve ortalama 60
milyon lira pay ayrilmaktadir. 31.12 .1967 tarihine kadar yaklasik olarak 340 milyon lira saglanmustir... 340 milyon liraya
yakin bir kismu sportif tesisler ve spor faaliyetleri i¢in Beden Terbiyesi Genel Miidiirliigii pay1 olarak ayrildiktan bagka, 463
milyon lirast ikramiye olarak istirak¢ilere 40 milyon lirasi «isim hakki» olarak kuliiplere, 46 milyon liras1 «Kredi ve Yurtlar
Kurumu» ne verilmis ve 102 milyon lirast da Basbayi ve bayilere komisyon olarak 6denmistir.”, CSTD, C.45, B.26, 3.2.1968,
$.342-343.

89 CSTD, C.50,B.27,30.1.1969, s.388-391.

90 CSTD, C.50,B.27,30.1.1969, 5.397-403.
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yeter seviyede bulunmasi iizerinde de durulmustur. Nihayet Spor Loto’ya ydnelik caligmalarin
baslamasi ve beklentilerin ylikselmesinde muhakkak ki Spor-Toto ile ilgili gelismeler ve ulasilan
basarili sonuglarin 6nemli pay1r bulunmaktadir. Dolayisiyla bunlar, Spor Bakanligi’nin kurulus
stirecinde nasil bir miras1 devraldigini anlamay kolaylastirmaktadir.

Arastirma & Yaym Etigi: STAD, yazim ve dil editdriince kontrol edilen isbu makalenin yayin siirecinde ¢ift tarafli kor
hakemlik miiessesesini titizlikle isletmistir. Editér, makalenin tiim editoryal isleyisini ylriitmiis, bu esnada yazar siirecin
tamamen diginda tutularak COPE yayin etigi prosediirlerine riayet edilmistir. Bu ¢alisma etik kurul izni gerektirmeyen nitelikte
olup, kullanilan veriler literatiir taramasi ve yaymlanmig kaynaklar tizerinden elde edilmistir. Bu makale, en az iki kor hakem
tarafindan incelenmis ve intihal.net taramasiyla intihal ve benzerlik raporu olusturulmustur. Makale, arastirma ve yayin etigine
uygundur.

Etik Beyam1 & Cikar Catismasi: Calismanin hazirlanis siirecinde Onerileriyle katki saglayan Sn. Dog¢. Dr. Fehim
KURULOGLU’na tesekkiir ederim. Bu makalenin yazari ¢ikar gatismasi bildiriminde bulunmamis, makalenin hazirlanma
stirecinde bilimsel ve etik kaidelere uyuldugunu ve yararlanilan tiim ¢alismalara atif yapildigini beyan etmistir. Bu ¢alismanin
hazirlanma siirecinde yapay zeka tabanli herhangi bir ara¢ veya uygulama kullanilmamustir.

Acik Erisimli bu makale, CC BY-4.0 lisansina sahiptir.

Research & Publication Ethics: STAD meticulously employed double-blind peer reviewing in the publication of this article,
checked by the writing and language editor. The editor carried out the editorial workflow, and the author was excluded entirely
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approval, and the data used were obtained from literature review and published sources. The article complies with research and
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Tiirkistan, tarihi ve cografyast bakimindan her zaman zorlu kosullara sahip bir bolgedir. Bu bol-
geye seneler boyunca en etkin hitkkmetmis millet ise Tiirkler olmustur. Cihan hakimiyeti mefkiresi
Tiirk milleti i¢in bir var olma tezahiiriidiir. Peki bunu nasil basarmislardir? Cocukluktan itibaren
verilen hem fiziksel hem de mental egitim sayesinde Tiirkler, ¢esitli etkinliklerle hep sporla i¢ ice
olmuslardir. Bu etkinlikler bazen savas provasi seklinde bazen de eglence odakli hazirlanmastir.
Glintimiizde Tiirkler ve spor kavramlari tizerine bir¢ok akademik ¢aligma yapilmistir. Bu ¢aligma-
lardan birisi de Onur Yildiz’in Cumhuriyetimizin 100. Yilina 6zel Atayurt Yaymevi’'nden ¢ikan
Eski Tiirklerde Spor Kiiltiirii adli eseridir. Tiirkiye’de sosyal, kiiltiirel, tarihi, siyasi ve cografi
sinirlart olmayan spor tarihi alaninda yapilan ¢aligmalarin artmasini temenni ediyoruz.

Eski Tiirklerde Spor Kiiltirii kitab1 “Spor ve Kiiltiir Kavramlar:” ve “Eski Tiirklerde Yapilan Spor-
lar” olarak iki boliimden olusmaktadir. Y1ldiz, eserin birinci boliimiinii alt basliklar halinde 4 ana
bashga bolmiistiir. Tk baslikta spor terimini incelemeye almistir. Sporun beden, hareket ve oyun
gibi kavramlar ile iliskisini irdelemistir. “Her hareket spor kabul edilir mi?, Spor bir oyun mudur?
Oyun, bir spor mudur?” Bir bakima kavram tarih¢iligi metodu izlenmistir. Spor her milletin kendi
Ozilindeki kiiltiirden siirekli beslenmis ve bu beslenme sonucu ¢esitlilik kazanmistir. Tiirkler de
kendi medeniyetlerini olustururken diger devletler ile siirekli temas halinde olmustur. Bu temas
bazen ticari bazen de kiiltiirel bir aligveris seklindedir. Dost veyahut diisman fark etmeksizin Tiirk-
ler savas sanatin1t mevcuda getiren at, ok, iizengi ve ¢esitli kilik kiyafetler ile ¢gevresinde bulunan
milletleri etkilemislerdir.

Bozkir kiiltiirii i¢inde spor, hayatta kalma miicadelesi ve savas yeteneklerini gelistiren bir unsur
olarak goriilmiistiir. Binicilik, okguluk, giires ve kili¢ kullanma gibi beceriler, Tiirk toplumunda
hem bir spor hem de savag sanat1 olarak kabul edilmistir. Tiirkler i¢in at, sadece bir ulagim araci
degil, ayn1 zamanda spor ve savasin ayrilmaz bir pargasidir. Okguluk ve giires gibi geleneksel

Atif Bilgisi | To Cite This Article: Ismail Hulusi Seny1l(2025): Onur Yildiz, Eski Tiirklerde Spor Kiiltiirii, Atayurt
Yayinevi, Ankara 2023, 276 sayfa, ISBN: 978-625-6900-01-1. Spor Tarihi Arastirmalar1 Dergisi (STAD), S. 2, Haziran
2025, s. 52-54. DOI No: http://dx.doi.org/10.29228/sportarihi.81313.
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sporlar, Tiirk kiiltiirtinlin 6nemli miraslarindan biri olarak giliniimiize kadar ulagmistir. Bu kiiltiiriin
icinde cesitli eglence ve torenler mevcuttur. Bayram, kurultay, kenges, toy, sélen gibi etkinlikler-
de stirekli bir hareket halinde olmuslardir. Tiirklerde farkli toren tiirleri bulunmaktadir. Baharin
gelisini kutlamak, mevsimsel torenler, resmi torenler ve cenaze torenlerinde siirekli at kosturup
birbirleriyle miicadele etmek adettendi. Bulduklar1 her firsatta bunu yapmalarinin sebebi tabii ki
herhangi bir savas durumunda hazirlikli olmakti.

Yildiz, eserin ikinci boliimiinde giires, aveilik, okguluk, atli sporlar, cirit, cogen, kokbort, tepiik ve
kayak sporlarinin farkli bagliklar halinde detayli anlatimin1 yapmustir. Tiirklerin savas sanatindaki
mabhirliklerini ana kaynaklardan 6grenmekteyiz. Cin kaynaklarinda, Arap kaynaklarinda, Avrupa
kaynaklarinda Tiirkler hakkinda {i¢ ortak goriis bulunmaktadir. Birincisi ¢ok 1yi savas¢i olmalari,
ikincisi 1yi at binmeleri, li¢iinciisii ise oku kullanmada baska milletlerden daha iistiin olmalaridir.
Spor, Tiirkler i¢in savasin anahtar1 olmustur. Bu sebeple giires, avcilik (okguluk), atli sporlar (at
yarislar, cirit, ¢ogen, kokborii) tepiik, kayak gibi tiirlii oyunlar oynamaktadirlar. Dogal olarak
bu miicadeleci ve sert oyunlar1 oynamak icin saglam bir fizige sahip olmalar1 gerekmektedir. Bu
fizigin olugmasina ve yesermesine en miimkiin zaman hig¢ siiphesiz ¢cocukluk dénemleri olmustur.
“Agag yasken egilir.” atasozliimiizden yola ¢ikarsak kiigiik yasta verilen hem disiplinli hem de
saglam egitim bozkir cografyasinda diger milletlere nazaran tstiinliik saglamistir.

Tirk toplumunda aile, en temel sosyal birim olarak kabul edilmistir. Bu sosyal birimin en biiytlik
mimar1 hi¢ sliphesiz kadinlar olmustur. Bozkir kiiltiirinlin getirdigi esitlik¢i yapi, kadinlarin da
sosyal hayatta aktif bir rol almasin1 saglamistir. Tiirk kadinlari, sadece ev i¢inde degil, yonetimde
ve savag meydanlarinda da s6z sahibi olmustur. Kagan esleri devlet yonetiminde etkin roller {istle-
nirken, kadinlar da toplum i¢inde sayg1 goren bireyler olmuslardir. Bu durum, Tiirklerin aile yapi-
sinda kadin ve erkegin birbirini tamamlayan esit roller listlendigini gostermektedir. Kadinlarin bu
kadar 6nemli bir role sahip olmas1 gelecek nesillerin, ¢ocuklarin eli kili¢ tutan anneleri tarafindan
savasci olarak yetistirmelerini saglamistir.

Tiirklerde spor kiiltiiriiniin 6nemli bir kism1 da hayvanlar ile olan etkilesim halidir. Ozellikle at1 ilk
evcillestiren milletlerden olan Tiirkler, avcilik hususunda kuslardan da faydalanmiglardir. Divanu
Lugati t-Tiirk te atlarin renklerine, bigimlerine, fiziksel 6zelliklerine ayrica kullanim kosullarina
gore ayr1 ayr1 isimler verilmektedir. Ayrica Cin-Tiirk iligkilerindeki politik gdriismelerde at takdim
edilmistir. Tiirklerin hayatinda at yarislari, kiz kovalama, cirit, ¢6gen, kokborii gibi sporlar hep atla
yapilmistir. Amag¢ hem biniciyi egitmek hem de at1 egitmek olmustur. Bir nevi kendilerini en iyi
hissettikleri savas alaninin simiilasyonunu olusturmuslardir.

Eserin en ilging basliklar1 tepiik ve kayak sporudur. Modern dénemde oldugu gibi futbol insanlari
her donemde cezbeden bir spor olmustur. Giiniimiizden farkli olarak bu top oyununu Tiirklerde
erkeklere nazaran kadinlar daha ¢ok oynamaktadir. Hatta karisik takimlarda oynadiklarina dair
tarihi kayitlar bulunmaktadir. Timur ve Osmanli donemlerinde i¢ine hava veyahut kege dolduru-
lan kuzu derilerinden yapilan toplara rastlamaktayiz. Kayak sporu ise cografyanin getirdigi ¢etin
sartlar dogrultusunda gelisim gostermistir. Kis mevsimlerinde agaglardan, kemiklerden kizaklar
yapmuslardir. Zorlu iklim sartlarinda mesafeleri agmakta biiyiik avantaj saglamislardir. Kayak en
onemli ihtiya¢ olan avlanmay1 kolaylastirmistir. Kayak ve kizak, kis mevsiminde 50-60 km, ilk-
bahar 70-80 km, av pesindeyken 100-150 km hareket imkani1 sunmaktadir. Tiirkler, tarih boyunca
kendi sinirlarint her kosulda zorlamis ve tistesinden gelmeyi bagarmis bir millettir.

Eski Tiirklerde Spor Kiiltiirii adli kitabin dikkat ¢ekilmesi gereken en 6nemli hususlarindan birisi
de eserin kaynak¢a kismidir. Yildiz, Dede Korkut Hikayeleri ve Kasgarli Mahmud’un Divdnu Lu-
gati t-Tiirk eserlerini arastirmanin merkezine almistir. Ayrica seyahatnameler, cografya kitaplari
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gibi ana kaynaklarin yan1 sira Tiirkce ve Ingilizce arastirma eserlerden ve makalelerden faydalana-
rak zengin bir eser meydana getirmistir. Detayli arastirmalar sonucu bu kiymetli eserini nesrederek
Tiirk Spor Tarihi ile ilgili yeni bir basucu kitabini literatiire kazandirmistir.
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tutularak COPE yayin etigi prosediirlerine riayet edilmistir. Bu makale, en az iki kor hakem tarafindan incelenmis ve intihal.net
taramastyla intihal ve benzerlik raporu olusturulmustur. Bu ¢alisma etik kurul izni gerektirmeyen nitelikte olup, kullanilan veriler
literatiir taramasi ve yayinlanmis kaynaklar tizerinden elde edilmistir. Makale, arastirma ve yayn etigine uygundur.

Etik Beyam1 & Cikar Catismasi: Bu makalenin yazari ¢ikar ¢atismasi bildiriminde bulunmamis, makalenin hazirlanma
siirecinde bilimsel ve etik kaidelere uyuldugunu ve yararlanilan tiim c¢aligmalara atif yapildigini beyan etmistir. Bu ¢aligmanin
hazirlanma siirecinde yapay zeka tabanli herhangi bir ara¢ veya uygulama kullanilmamustir.
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Tirkiye’deki tarihinin bir buguk asr1 asmis olmasina ragmen, futbol tarihimizin siyasal, sosyal
ve ekonomik faktorler etrafinda hala yazilamamis olmasi biiyiik bir eksiklik olarak karsimizda
durmaktadir. 1950’lerden itibaren Tiirkiye’de futbolun tarihini yazma yoniinde makro girisimler
olmakla beraber tarih¢ilik anlayisi ve metodolojik yetersizlik gibi nedenlerden pek basarili oluna-
madig1 asikardir.

Sosyal tarih yaziminin is¢i sinifi, cinsiyet ve irk gibi konularla sporu yeniden kesfetmesi, Foucault
ve Bourdieu’nun beden ve iktidar arasindaki iliski lizerine devrimci diisiinceleri spor tarih¢iligini
akademik bir alan olarak Avrupa ve Amerika’da 1970’lerde yiikseltirken, bunun Tiirkiye’ye yansi-
masi1 90’11 yillar1 buldu. Arastirmalar genellikle spor-siyaset iliskisi, sporun ulus insasindaki yeri,
spor ve cinsiyet, medya ve spor kiiltiirli, spor diplomasisi tarihi ve yerel spor tarihleri temalarinda
yapildi. Tiirkiye’deki ge¢ kalmishigin akademik ve entelektiiel agidan birgok nedeni var ancak bu
yazinin konusu bunu tartismak degil elbette. Ancak 6zetle yakin zamana kadar yapilan ¢alisma-
larin akademik derinlikten uzak, popiilist, nostaljik ve kuliipgiiliik etkisi altinda kaleme alindig1
sOylenebilir. Son yillarda akademik ilginin artmasi ve disiplinler aras1 yeni yaklagimlarin gelisti-
rilmesiyle bu olumsuz tablo degismeye basladi. Bu inceleme de bu tarz bir eserin bilim camiasina
duyurulmasi ¢abasi olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Yukarida bahsi gegen bir buguk asirlik donemde Tiirk spor tarihinin hala anlatilmay1 bekleyen
pek cok hikayesi vardir. Bunlardan bir tanesi de Ates-Giines Spor Kuliibii idi. Kuliip hakkinda
bugiine kadar bildiklerimiz Galatasaray tarihiyle ilgili yazilan kitaplardaki bilgiler ile Tiirk spor
tarihi kitaplarinin i¢inde Galatasaray camiasindaki ayriliktan yiizeysel bir sekilde bahseden boliim
veya kisimlardan ibaretti. Ciinkii futbol kuliiplerinde bu tiir ayriliklar, kopmalar ve yenilerinin
dogmasi olduk¢a normal hadiselerdi. Bu bakis1 ilk degistiren 2011 yilinda Sevecen Tung’un Tarih
ve Toplum dergisinde yayinladigi makalesi oldu.! Tung, ilk defa bu meseleyi déonemin siyasi ve
ekonomik tartigmalar1 baglaminda ele alarak Ankara’daki siyasi kavgalarin Galatasaray’1 nasil

Atif Bilgisi | To Cite This Article: Siileyman Sinin (2025): Mehmet Senol, Ates'in Giines’i: Galatasaray'da ve
Siyasi Elitte Boliinme, Iletisim Yaymlar, Istanbul 2025, 362 sayfa+Fotograf Albtimi, ISBN: 978-975-05-3819-0, Spor
Tarihi Aragstirmalari Dergisi (STAD), S. 2, Haziran 2025, s.55-59. DOI No:http:/dx.doi.org/10.29228/
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bir krize siirtiklediginin resmini ¢izdi. Aradan gecen 14 yildan sonra Mehmet Senol 2025 yilinin
ilk glinlerinde bize bu ayrilik hikayesinin yeniden, bu defa kuliibiin i¢inden gelen bir arastirmaci
olarak ve daha dnce kullanilmayan arsiv kaynaklarina da ulasarak, detayli bir belgeselini sundu.
Senol daha 6nce yaymlamis oldugu 100 Yilin Oykiisii: Galatasaray Spor Kuliibii (2009), Liderlik
Icin Dogdu (2012), Gayriresmi Futbol Tarihi (2020), Sivaset, Kuliip, Stadyum: Istanbul Futbol
Kiiltiiriiniin Degigimi (2024) eserleriyle bu alanda ne kadar yetkin bir arastirmaci oldugunu defa-
larca okuyucularina gostermisti. Senol’un bu yazida degerlendirmeye calistigimiz “Ates’in Gii-
nes’i Galatasaray’da ve Siyasi Elitte Béliinme” adl1 son ¢alismasinin Tirk spor tarihi aragtirma-
cilarina nitelikli bir spor tarih arastirmasinin nasil yapilabilecegini gostermesi bakimindan 6nemli
bir 6rnek teskil ettigini sdyleyebilirim.

Bu kitap, hem Galatasaray’in hem Ates-Glines’in hem de Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi’nin (CHP) 30°’1u
yillar tarihidir dersek pek yanilmis olmayiz. 27 Ekim 1933 tarihinde Atatiirk’iin Yaveri Cevat Ab-
bas Giirer bagkanliginda, iktisat Vekili Mahmut Celal Bayar’in ve Reisicumhur Gazi Mustafa Ke-
mal Atatiirk’lin destekleriyle kurulan Ates-Glines’in hikayesi siyasi elitler arasindaki ¢ekismenin
farkli bir boyutunu gozler oniine seriyor. Bu ¢ekismenin muharebe meydan1 Galatasaray Kuliibii
olurken, goriiniirdeki bas aktorii de ddnemin 6nde gelen spor adamlarindan ve ayn1 zamanda Is
Bankasi Istanbul Subesi Miidiirii Yusuf Ziya Bey idi. Yusuf Ziya Bey, dénemin en ¢ok &ne ¢ikan, is
bitirici, s6zii dinlenen, otoriter ama ayn1 zamanda sayg1 duyulan bir spor adami portresi ¢iziyordu.
Birinci Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra Galatasaray’in yeniden ayaga kalkip toparlanmasinda ve Fut-
bol Federasyonunun kurumsallagsmasinda katkis1 yadsinamayacak derecede biiyiiktii. Yusuf Ziya
Bey’in Istanbul’daki finans ¢evreleri ile miinasebetleri ve Ankara’daki siyasi giiciinii birlestirmesi
Galatasaray’a, Tiirk spor yonetimine, CHP i¢indeki iktidar miicadelesine yepyeni bir boyut getirdi
ve ortaya anlatilmaya degecek miikemmel bir hikaye ¢ikt1.

Kitap 6nsoz, yedi boliim, sonsdz, kaynakca, dizin ve alblimden olusmaktadir. Eserin boliim
baglik-larina bakildiginda konu hakkinda higbir fikri olmayan birinin dahi ilgisini cezbedecek bir
igerige sahip oldugu izlenimi veriyor. “Yenilgi, Isgal ve Degisim” baslikl1 birinci boliimde savas
sonrasi Galatasaray’in yeniden kurulmasi ve hayatta kalma miicadelesinde Yusuf Ziya Bey
faktorii on pla-na cikarilarak, 20’lerin sonlarina dogru sari-kirmizili kuliibiin istanbul futboluna
nasil yon verdigi aktariliyor. ikinci ve iigiincii boliimlerde kuliip icindeki muhalif hareket, Tiirk
spor basini tarihinin iizerinde heniiz ¢alisilmamis iki mecmuasi lizerinden degerlendirilir. Sa Sa
Sa ve Olimpiyat mec-mualariyla baglayan kuliip i¢i muhalefet dozunu arttirdik¢a birbiri ardina
baskanlar, yonetimler gelip giderken istifalar havada ucusmaya baslamisti. “Fkallivet ve
Muhalefet Partisi” baglikli dor-diincii boliimde ise Ates-Giines’in kurulusuna giden siirecin son
taglart dosenir. Kitabin en ilgi ¢ekici boliimii olan besinci boliimde Gazi Pasa’nin yeni kurulan
kuliiple iliskisi, Atatiirk’iin yaveri Cevat Abbas Giirer’in Istanbul ve Ankara’daki kuliip
faaliyetleri, “is cevrelerinin” ve siyasilerin destegiyle kuliibe kazandirilan yeni gayrimenkuller ve
sporcularin hikayesi aktarilir. Yedinci bo-liimde Ates-Giines’in lig sampiyonlugu yarisinda
Galatasaray’la olan rekabeti ve Istanbul futbo-lunun zirvesine tirmanma siireci ele almmustir.
Yedinci ve son boliim Ates-Giines macerasinin bir gece ansizin nasil bittigi Ankara’daki iktidar
degisikligi iizerinden inceleniyor. Akabinde bu va-kanin basroliinde yer alan Yusuf Ziya ve
arkadaglarinin yargilanma siireci ve yine 1950°de iktidar degisikligi sonrasi iade-i itibar olarak
Galatasaray kuliibilinlin basina gegmesi kronolojik olarak okuyucuyla paylagilmakta.

Senol’un bu eseri Tiirk spor tarihinin dinamikleri hakkinda ¢ok degerli doneler veriyor. Bunlardan
birincisi Galatasaray’1 yonetmenin ne kadar zor bir i oldugudur. Son yillarda giderek artan Gala-
tasaray ve Fenerbahge rekabetinde en ¢cok konusulan konulardan biri iki kuliibiin yonetim felse-
fesinin birbirinden farkli olmasi etrafindadir. Gerek yazili ve gorsel medya gerekse sosyal medya
tartigmalarina bakildiginda Galatasaray’daki basar1 temelli yaklasim, mektepli-alayli ayrimi ve
elestirel tutumlarin zaman zaman kuliibii zor durumlarda birakmasina ragmen bu 6zelliklerin iler-
lemeye yonelik itici bir gii¢ olusturdugu kanaati yaygindir. Ates ve Giines’in hikayesine yakindan
bakildiginda Galatasaray’in yonetisim tarihinin ne kadar sorunlu ve zor oldugunu 1930’lar pen-
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ceresinden net bir sekilde gorebilmekteyiz: “Aslinda tartisma, Galatasaray’'in 28 yillik gecmisi
olan bir kuliip olmasina, zamana uymak igin sik sik degistirilen bir nizamnameye sahip olmasina
ragmen kuliibiin yine de kiiciik, kapall ve kendine ozgii bir isleyisi olan yapisini ortaya koyuyor-
du... Kuliibiin iiye sayis1 1700’1 asmis olmasina ragmen kuliip isleriyle aktif olarak ilgilenenlerin
hemen hepsinin birbirini ¢ok yakindan taniyor olmasi, bu dar ¢evre arasinda yonetime segilme
donemlerinde adeta bir devir daimin yasanmasiydi.*” Buna amatorliikten profesyonellige gegis
stirecinin sancilar ile siyasi rekabet boyutu eklenince Galatasaray’da kaos kaginilmaz oldu. Bu-
giinden bakildiginda sonug¢ ne olursa olsun kuliibiin kurumsal hafizas1 agisindan elestiri kiiltiirii-
niin yerlesikligi ve bagkanlarin genel kurul ve iiyeler karsisinda hesap verebilir olmas1 kuliipte bu
hususta bir stirekliligin oldugunu gosterir.

Senol’un ustaca okuyucularina aktardigini diisiindiigim bir diger 6nemli husus ise spor yonetimi
tarihimize iligskindir. Spor yonetimi, dernek yonetimi, sporcu yonetimi, kuliiplerin hiikiimetle olan
iligkileri, bagimsiz (!) spor teskilatlarinin hiikiimetle olan miinasebetlerine iliskin satir aralarinda
kiymetli bilgiler veriliyor. Yazar, bugiin siklikla tartigilan Tiirkiye Futbol Federasyonu ve ona bagh
kuruluslarin teskilinde ve karar alma mekanizmalarinda siyaset kurumunun ne derecede etkili ol-
dugunun neredeyse bir asra dayanan ge¢misini bizlere hatirlatir. Buna ek olarak spor
faaliyetlerini sporun ic¢inden gelen insanlarin m1 yoksa hayatinda spor sahalarina adim dahi
atmamis, sporla ilgisi yalnizca siyaseten olan insanlarin mi sporu yonetecegi donemin miihim
tartismalar1 arasinda yer almaktaydi. Bugilinden bakildiginda spor yonetimi sorunlarinin bu
kadar benzer olmasi ve higbir seyin degismemis olmasi okuyucuyu kotiimserlige itebilir.
Ancak disiplinlerarasi bir yak-lagimla yonetim bilimleri uzmanlarinin bu meselenin tarihgesini
de degerlendirerek yeni yonetim sistemleri onermesini veya bununla ilgili ¢cagdas yaklagimlarin
ve uygulamalarin takip edilmesini umabiliriz.

Yazarin arastirmasinda kullandig1 kaynaklarin ¢esitliligi, verilerin tutarliligi, vaatler ve icraatler
arasindaki sitirekliligin fikri takibinin yapilmasinin, bu ¢aligmay1 spor tarihgiligimizde énemli bir
yere koydugunu diisiiniiyorum. Galatasaray Spor Kuliibli Miizesi arsivindeki karar defterlerinin
ilk defa kullaniliyor olmas1 bu arastirmay1 diger Ates-Giines literatiiriinden ayiran en temel 6zel-
liklerden birisi olmustur. Arastirmada kullanilan gazete ve dergilerin kritiginin yapilarak okuyu-
cunun hangi yaymin hangi gruba veya kuliibe yakin oldugunun ifade edilmesi verilerin dogru
degerlendirilmesi ve yorumlanmasi agisindan yine alt1 ¢izilmesi gereken noktalardandir.

Galatasaray’daki Ates-Gilines ayriliginin kazananlarinin basinda Fenerbahge’nin geldigini soyle-
mek herhalde pek abart1 olmaz. Bu ¢alismanin esas odak noktasi siyasi saiklerle Istanbul spor
diinyasina yapilan miidahale ve bunun Galatasaray i¢indeki karsilig1 oldugundan Galatasaray-Fe-
nerbahge rekabetine sportif agidan pek deginilmemis olabilir. Ancak Senol’un da zikrettigi gibi bu
ayrilik sonrasi Ates-Giinesli sporculara kapilarini ve tesislerini acan ilk kuliip Fenerbahge oldu.
Galatasaray’in gerek federasyon gerekse baskentte Ates-Giines aleyhinde yaptigi biitiin girisim-
lerde Fenerbahge nin Ates-Gilines’in yaninda yer aldigin1 gérmekteyiz. Bunun bir sonucu olarak
da s6z konusu dénemde rakipsiz kalan Fenerbahge Istanbul sampiyonluklarini en fazla gogiisleyen
takim oldu.?

Kitapta Cevat Abbas Giirer’in Ates-Giines girisimindeki temel amacinin spordan ziyade i¢timail
bir kuliip kurma oldugu vurgulanmaktadir. Bu igtimai kuliipte, devrimin temel amag ve ilkeleri
hakkinda, dil ve tarih konularinda konferanslar verilmesi, ¢cocuk giinii programlari diizenlenme-
si, resim sergileri, ¢izim dersleri verilmesi, futbolun yani sira giires, denizcilik, dagcilik, atle-
tizm ve tenis gibi branglara dnem verilmesi oncelikliydi. Bu girisim aym tarihlerde Istanbul’da
ve tiim Tiirkiye’de agilmaya baglanan Halkevlerinden bagimsiz degerlendirilemez. Kanaatimizce
Ates-Glines “i¢timal kuliip”tintin Halkevlerini desteklemek i¢in mi yoksa ona rakip olarak m1 ku-

Mehmet Senol, Ates’in Giines’i Galatasaray’da ve Siyasi Elitte Boliinme, s.212.

3 1932-1933, 1934-1935, 1935-1936, 1936-1937 sezonlarin1 Fenerbahge, 1933-1934 sezonunu Besiktas, 1937-1938 sezonunu
da Giines takimlar1 sampiyon olarak tamamladi. Bundan 6nceki 8 sezonun 5’inde Galatasaray’in sampiyon oldugunu da
belirtmek gerek.
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ruldugunun {izerinde diisliniilmesi ve tartisilmasi gerek. Ek olarak Cevat Abbas Giirer’in ve
“mutat zevatin” “Is” ¢evreleriyle olan iliskisinin derinlemesine incelenmesine ydnelik bir ihtiyag
oldugu asikar. Giirer hakkinda Fahri Maden’in Atatiirk Ansiklopedisindeki yazis1* diginda bir
akademik c¢alisma yapilmamis olmasi arastirmacilara yeni bir ipucu verebilir. Ayrica
“aferistlerin” siyasi ve ekonomik etkileri lizerine yeni arastirmalar yapildig: takdirde Ates-Glines
kuliibiiniin kurulusunun altinda yatan nedenler daha da somutlagmis olacaktir.

Tek Parti Donemi’nde futbol diinyasina sekil vermek amaciyla yapilan tek ¢abanin bu olmadigi-

nin altin1 ¢izmek gerek. Ates-Glines deneyiyle yeni bir spor kuliibii, ya da Cevat Abbas Giirer’in

hayalini kurdugu “sosyal kuliip” kurma fantezisine ilaveten, 1937 yilinda Izmir Valisi Kazim Di-

rik’in sehrin koklii takimlarmi baska isimler ve renkler altinda birlesmeye zorladig1 suni Ugok-
Dogan-Yamanlar girisimini de hatirlatmakta yarar var. Ittihat ve Terakki yoneticilerinin
Istanbul’daki Altinordu girisimine benzer bu tiir miidahalelerin amag, hedef ve motivasyonlari
birbirlerinden farkli olsa da sporun ve bilhassa futbolun dinamiklerinin siyasi elitlerin keyfi
uygulamalarina direndigi gercegi gbziimiiziin 6niinde durmaktadir.

Senol’un bu ¢alismasinin uzun yillardir spor kuliipleri arasinda Atatiirk’iin hangi takimi
tuttuguna yonelik sliregelen tartismay1 sonlandiracagini diisiiniiyorum. Ciinkd, kitapta kullanilan
arglimanlar bu acgidan ¢ok kuvvetlidir. Atatiirk’iin yaverinin bdyle bir spor kuliibiiniin basina
gegcmesine miisa-ade etmesi, Istanbul’da bulundugu siralarda kuliibe yaptig1 ziyaretler, kuliibiin
ismini Giines sek-linde degisimini istemesi bu hususta ciddi kanitlardir. Yine Atatiirk’iin giirese
Ozel bir ilgisi oldugu yaygin bilinen bir gergektir.® Ates-Glines kurulduktan sonra giires brangina
0zel 6nem verilmesi, en 1yi giirescilerin kuliiblin ¢atisi altinda toplanmast da bu savi destekler
niteliktedir.

Spor tarihi literatiiriinde 6nemli bir eksikligi dolduran bu ¢aligmanin arastirmacilarin zihinlerinde
yeni sorular yaratarak yeni ¢aligmalara olanak saglayacagini tahmin ediyorum. Ates-Gilines Vak'
as1 Senol’un da aktardigi gibi basit bir kuliip i¢i dagilma veya anlagmazlik meselesinden daha
fazlasi olarak eskiyle yeninin, degisimle muhafazakarligin, nostaljiyle gelecegin kisaca Tiirkiye'
nin yeniden insasinin sadece kii¢lik bir kesiti olarak tarihteki yerini aldi.
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